
Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Christian
Democratic
Party (Fred
Nile Group)

Greg BONDAR NSW Banks
NO. Should funding to Muslim schools be
discontinued and are you asking the same
question of the Islamic community?

NO. The term ‘comprehensive history of human
belief and philosophical systems’ is biased in itself
as it assumes that there is no ‘Creator’ and that
humanity evolved from a single cell etc. etc.

NO. The question is biased? Why is it a ‘women’s
choice’? it takes to two make a human embryo and
should not the father have equal rights under
‘progressive’ thinking? In addition, a human’ life’ is
created at the point of ‘conception’ so any action
to end a ‘life’ is not morally or ethically ‘legal’ and
certainly anti-Christian scripturally wrong.

Under certain circumstances. Too many medical
issues here to address in one sentence.

NO. Why end them? They set the tone for
parliament and it was the intention of the
founders of the Australian Constitution that
Australia would be a Judeo-Christian based
country. As one of the Constitution’s most
distinguished co-authors, Sir John Downer,
declared in 1898: “The Commonwealth of Australia
will be, from its first stage, a Christian
Commonwealth.” Like Sir John Downer, many of
the other leading writers of the Constitution had
strong views on the importance of Christianity to
the Commonwealth. For example, Sir Henry
Parkes, known as “the Father of Australia’s
Federation”, believed that Christianity comprised
an essential part of Australia’s common law. The
CDP has long argued that we need ‘One Law for All
Australian’. In a column published in the Sydney
Morning Herald (August 26, 1885), Sir Henry
stated: “We are pre-eminently a Christian people
— as our laws, our whole system of jurisprudence,
our Constitution… are based upon and interwoven
with our Christian belief.” Similar views were
found among the drafters of the Constitution
including Edmund Barton and Alfred Deakin. The
insertion of an acknowledgment of God into the
preamble of the Australian Constitution occurred
in response to overwhelmingly popular public
support, which came, among other things, from
countless petitions received from the citizens of
every single colony in Australia.

Absolutely. YES. All life is God created. NO and YES Under certain circumstance. It
depends on the ‘religion’ and purpose as the
charity status is open to abuse.

YES. It depends on the ‘religion’ and purpose as
the charity status is open to abuse.

YES Thank you for your email and more than happy to answer any questions so please my responses
below.

That said, I am surprised that there is actually an “atheist association” and to boot a “progressive” one
at that given that to be an ‘atheist’ you would have to admit the existence of God. For example, you
may not believe, engage or be active in politics which makes you ‘apolitical’ but by definition you
admit that politics exists. Is there a Regressive Atheist movement?
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Animal Justice
Party

Roy
Owen

BARNES NSW Banks
Yes. Unless there is a significant, proved benefit to
children I cannot see why the program should be
continued.  I would also be concerned that one
religion is given a priority over another under such
a program.

Yes.  I hold to the view that if we are to truly have
an inclusive society then we must allow equal
expression to all.

Yes Yes.  As a person concerned with the welfare of
animals, I believe that euthanasia should be
applied in cases when they are suffering and the
malady cannot be otherwise cured.  I believe the
same principle holds true for people.

Yes.  I hold no religion.  Christian prayers at the
commencement of a parliamentary session does
not seem to be accommodating of those who are
not Christian.

Yes Other.  In the area of immigration and refugees I
see no reason why one group should be
preferenced over another: people in need are
people in need.

Yes - I think the criteria required might be a little
more complex

Not sure about this one.  Cult? Religion?  How is
the differentiation decided?

Yes.  I think any organisation or individual that
abuses a child, or allows for that abuse to occur,
should be made to pay compensation though in
recognition that monetary compensation can in no
way atone for the action.

I am happy to respond to your survey and answer the questions as put but please bear in mind that my
responses reflect only my personal views and may not reflect that of the party or other individuals
within the party.

In a world beset with so many problems we need to come together, not create division.

I thank you for your survey and hope that my responses may in some way be of assistance.

Best regards
Roy
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Independent Bob SPANSWICK NSW Banks
Bob Spanswick was selected as the last candidate with number 7 on the ballot last Friday at the AEC
ballot drawn at Hurstville.  However Bob is the only Independent candidate standing in Banks. Bob
Spanswick is former senior Customs officer and former National Secretary of the Customs Officers
Association.  The St George Leader newspaper will running a story this week on him and other
candidates.  His policy outline has been given to most media outlets including to the normal spot he
has on 2SM Radio 1269 on Wednesday mornings after 7:30am with Grant Goldman.  Bob has been
doing that radio public comment spot for the last 6 plus years on public subjects relating to local, state,
national & international issues.  On 23 June 2016 Thursday night Bob will attended with other Banks
candidates at the Revesby Workers Club forum arranged by the Canterbury Express paper for Q&A
session. Hopefully he will also be invited to answer questions which the voters of Banks are concerned
with both at a local level and national level. Those voters would be interested in policy stand of the
only Independent standing in Banks.  Please find attached the Bob Spanswick campaign policy
document attached below.  Any questions please don't hesitate to email to Bob Spanswick campaign
email address at - bob4banks2016@yahoo.com and he or someone will reply as soon as possible.  Bob
Spanswick's Facebook page should be up by late this week.
Kind regards
Bob Spanswick
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Pirate Party
Australia

John
Peter

AUGUST NSW Bennelong
YES YES YES YES YES YES OTHER

I believe in equality. The point is you accept people
suffering persecution
regardless of the cause, and that would include
atheists and apostates where it is
the source of persecution.

I agree with the sentiment, but have problems
with your use of the word
"priority".

YES YES YES 27

Australian
Liberty Alliance

Peter KELLY NSW Bradfield
NO Unsure.  Need more information YES YES NO YES YES Not sure.

It may be worthwhile to tax both trade unions and
religions, but I am uncertain at this stage.

YES YES My personal views (or where stated, the party's views) below: 45

Non-Custodial
Parents Party
(Equal
Parenting)

John FLANAGAN NSW Cunningham
Thank you for your email.

However you have sent out this survey at the wrong time. You should have done it earlier.

We are flat out with the election.

Regards

John

80

The Greens Abigail BOYD NSW Dobell
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 85

Animal Justice
Party

Frankie SEYMOUR NSW Eden-Monaro
While I could easily answer this survey on my own behalf, with a yes to all your questions, the AJP has,
as yet, no formal policy on these matters, so I cannot answer on behalf of the Party.

On matters where the Party has no policy, elected AJP candidates would be expected to vote
according to their conscience and the Party’s central vision which is “a better life for all”. In my view,
keystone conditions for achieving a better life for all (including all animals) are human rights,
democracy, and personal freedom to be and do anything that does not harm anyone else.

Our education policy states: “The AJP will formulate programs across all areas to foster kindness and
non-violence towards all beings.” That would seem to me to be consistent with your aim of preventing
religion-generated harm, cruelty and violence, even if our approach is different.

I expect, if and when the AJP does develop a policy on matters of this sort, they would reflect the
progressive attitudes you have detailed below. However, out Party exists to further the rights and
recognition of animals as sentient beings and that will and must always we our central focus or we will
no longer be the Animal Justice Party.

94

The Greens Bill CASHMAN NSW Fowler
YES YES YES YES YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Aid and priority should be given to anyone in
mortal or imminent danger for their belief system -
the priority should be synchronous with the need.

YES YES YES The following answers ... represent my personal views. 104

The Greens Jim CASEY NSW Grayndler
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Greens would prefer to spend the money both
the major parties have committed to religious
chaplaincy toward counselling services. Here is
some further information on the Greens position
re claplaincy:
http://greensmps.org.au/category/issues-
tags/chaplains

The Greens support the existence of ethics classes
as an option for students in primary school. Here is
some further information on the Greens position
re claplaincy:
http://nsw.greens.org.au/tags/ethics-classes

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Greens have been instrumental in ensuring
abortion is safe and available, including getting
safe access zone legislation through Victoria's state
Parliament and campaigning to remove abortion
from the NSW Crimes Act. Here is some further
information on the Greens position re Abortion
law reform: http://greens.org.au/tags/abortion-
law-reform

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Greens have long advocated for empowering
terminally ill persons to decide to end their lives in
their own terms. Here is some further information
on the Greens position re Euthanasia:
http://greens.org.au/dying-with-dignity

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Greens are the only Parliamentary party that
has campaigned and moved to amend the
Parliament's standing orders to remove
compulsory prayer before parliamentary sitting.
Here is a relitivly recent press clipping re the
Greens moves to remove Prayers from parliament:
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-02-13/greens-
push-to-dump-lords-prayer-from-federal/5256744

YES NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Greens believe that immigration must be non-
discriminatory on the grounds of nationality,
ethnicity, religion, language, gender, disability,
sexuality, age or socioeconomic background. You
can view the Greens refugee and immigration
policy here:
http://greens.org.au/policies/immigration-
refugees

YES YES NO

The Greens would see the Commonwealth
compensate victims of child abuse as per the
recommendations of the Royal comission into
Institutionalised Child Sex Abuse. You can view the
Greens plan here: http://rachel-
siewert.greensmps.org.au/content/media-
releases/greens-announce-funding-support-
national-redress-scheme

116

Australian
Cyclists Party

Noel McFARLANE NSW Grayndler
YES YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

It still depends on the stage of pregnancy though.

YES YES YES OTHER

There may be other things to take into account
although anyone suffering persecution for beliefs
deserve protection. I have not been aware of the
UNHCR policy to which you refer.

YES YES

Differentiating the two may not be easy though

OTHER:

I am broadly in favour but I also don’t think it is
just about money or that money makes up for it.
Rather I’d look for honest apology, reconciliation
and ongoing prevention.

These matters are not set by our party but rather by individual candidates. These are the answers for
this candidate.

119

Science Party Andrea LEONG NSW Kingsford Smith
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Counselling
should be inclusive and of the highest standard,
and so I support the previous funding initiative
that allowed schools to provide students access to
a (secular) qualified mental health professional.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Specifically,
the Science Party supports mandatory ethics
classes in schools. Special religious instruction
should not be taught in regular class time
regardless of however multicultural or
monocultural Australia may be.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Science
Party policy is to standardise abortion laws
nationally, ensuring it is legal when provided by a
trained professional, with the sign-off of a second
doctor on the safety of the procedure after 24
weeks' pregnancy. Medicare funding should be
available for abortion at any stage of pregnancy,
and medical abortion should be offered where it is
a safe option.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The Science
Party has a policy of legalising physician-assisted
dying for terminally ill adults. To avoid abuse, we
are in favour of having each instance reviewed by a
court. To avoid concern from the public that
involuntary euthanasia could be performed in
hospitals, we would have the procedure available
in dedicated hospices/clinics or the person's home
only (not in regular hospitals).

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Either no
prayers should be said, or prayers for all known
religions should be said, the latter being clearly
impractical.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Freedoms
must extend to private communication, and for
this reason the internet must remain unfiltered
and un-monitored (if someone is suspected of
criminal activity, a warrant should be sought).
Science Party policy is to end metadata retention.

PERHAPS

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We would
need to review the situation closely, but if these
groups of people cannot access the UNHCR from
their home country they should be treated with
the same urgency as any persecuted person who
cannot access the UNHCR from their home
country.

PERHAPS

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: While I am
personally unhappy that religious organisations
gain charitable status, the fact is that some people
are religious, and who am I to say that their choice
of community is less valid than a sporting, artistic,
professional, or cultural organisation?

n/a

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I'm afraid I
don't understand the distinction between this
question and the previous one.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The
compensation process must be open and fair
(unlike the "Melbourne Response"), and must be
paid in addition to the perpetrators being brought
to justice, not instead of it.

155

The Greens Julie LYFORD NSW Lyne
YES

Ethics classes should be included, with world
religion and ethics as a core subject from a
historical and educational perspective

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 168

Independent Julie HEGARTY NSW Mackellar
other.
When i was a child we had optional sunday school
at school, run by volunteers. I believe there should
be an option, but not funded by the government.

other.
Reigious studies in high school includes all religions
being studied and it seems to be quite an
interesting course for students, as well as being
informative. Perhaps junior grades could bebefit
from this?

yes!! yes!! other.
I think an acknowledgement of religious beliefs
may be accaptable, but not for a single religion.
We are too broad a nation nowadays.

yes!! no.
All regugees should be treated and assessed
equally and with dignity.

YES UNSURE YES 184

The Greens Terry MORGAN NSW Macquarie
Yes, the School Chaplaincy Program should be
discontinued.

Yes, the traditional form of religious instruction
should be replaced by a national curriculum based
course which encompasses a comprehensive
history of human belief and philosophical
systems.

Yes, I wish to protect a woman's right to a safe,
legal and accessible abortion.

Yes, I support a bill to allow a terminally or
incurably ill person the right to choose the manner
and timing of their death, under strict safeguards,
by providing humane medical assistance, and this
is explicit Greens policy.

Yes, I support an end to exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day.

Yes, I am in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression.

No, I am not in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent atheists
and apostates from accessing UNHCR registration.
In accordance with Greens policy, I believe in equal
access to UNHCR registration for all persecuted
individuals regardless of their religious or other
beliefs.

Yes, I am in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity.

Yes, I am in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion.

Yes, I am in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation.

193

The Greens Mercuriu
s

GOLDSTEIN NSW New England
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES I can respond in the affirmative to all ten survey questions.

I am committed to secular democracy, freedom of individual conscience, and personal religious belief.

Yours sincerely,

Mercurius Goldstein
New England Greens candidate.

212

Animal Justice
Party

Anna
Clare

LUDVIK NSW Page
Yes. Chaplains play an extremely valuable,
irreplaceable role for Christian youth in time of
crisis but they are not the best people to address
the needs of the secular and other non-Christian
faith youth.(My personal view) The AJP has no
stated policy on this but believes in compassion for
all living beings and do not discriminate on the
basis of religion.

Yes- The AJP firmly believe that education, critical
thought and free thinking are crucial to a better
uptake of compassionate, empathetic viewpoints
and we support a review of education to include
more critical thought on animals, food systems and
nutrition, the environment and living together in a
peaceful, mutually respectful world.
http://animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist/educatio
n/

Yes. A woman has the right to choose.  Personally,
I am proud to be a mother and adore my children
but I will fight for a woman's right to chose.(My
personal view) We have stated in our policies that
the national birth rate should at or below
replacement
levels.http://animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist/po
pulation/

Yes. We have no policy on this, but I personally am
a staunch supporter of the right to a dignified
death.

AJP says No comment, no policy. I say Yes. Prayers
in parliament only currently represent a small part
of our community. While we have no stated policy
on this, the AJP believes in compassion for all
people and beings and social inclusion.

Yes. The AJP was established in part because of the
need for freedom of expression. Too long human
voices calling for animal justice have been
overshadowed and drowned out by dominant
parties. Australia is ready for true representation
of our actual beliefs. For example, there are very
few people in Australia who support live export
but yet both major parties have policy in support
of it.

The AJP believes in compassion and kindness for all
living beings. We have no policy that discriminates
or tempers that belief based on faith.

NO COMMENT NO COMMENT Whilst we have no policy on this specifically, abuse
of living beings is intolerable to the AJP.  Recourse
to abuse is central to justice and animals have
suffered too long without it. We will not
perpetuate any policy that sees animal- including
human- suffering go unaddressed.

Thank you for your email. As a disclaimer to the responses I am about to give, in good faith and in the
name of transparency- The Animal Justice Party is  a young party and we  developing our policies. All
policy is developed with the central tenets of compassion for all living beings, honesty, integrity and
with  the wellbeing of all animals at the forefront. My simple "yes/no" answers are both an in principle
response and my personal position, not necessarily reflective of the AJP's current stated policy. I want
the electorate to know who they are voting for and as such am responding to give as much honesty to
my campaign as possible.

For more on our policies, see http://animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist/

I have stated my personal positions, as I have stated above, in the nature of open, honest expression
of the candidate I ask people to vote for. It is important that I make clear however, that I am in no way
opposed to religion, faith or any belief system. I believe first and foremost in compassion, tolerance
and kindness. I would fight as staunchly for a persons right to practice their faith as I would for a
persons right not to adhere to a faith or religion. Again, I make it explicit that the views above, unless
otherwise stated, are my own.

Kind regards and best wishes,

Anna Ludvik
Animal Justice Party Candidate, Page.
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Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Christian
Democratic
Party (Fred
Nile Group)

Glen RYAN NSW Parkes
NO

As a teacher I see great benefits in the program

NO

There is Religious stuies for senior student which is
a broad look at religion

NO

It should be a last resort because of the health of
the mother. Not just a matter of choice.

NO

Too easily perverted.

NO

We are a Christian country and our culture should
always be upheld.

YES NO YES YES 236

Family First Marylou CARTER NSW Reid
Thank you for getting in touch

Family First Supports sensible policy which positively advances and promotes the interests of the
Australian people and adds to their enjoyment of all aspects of their lives

Kind regards

Marylou Carter

255

Christian
Democratic
Party (Fred
Nile Group)

Russell KILARNEY NSW Richmond
NO NO NO OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
ONLY WHERE EXTREME PAIN PREVAILS

NO YES NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
THAT IN ITSELF IS DISCRIMINATION

NO OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
WHO WOULD DECIDE WHAT IS A CULT AND WHAT
IS RELIGION

YES 264

Independent Van DAVY NSW Robertson
YES NO YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 273

The Greens Hillary MORRIS NSW Robertson
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES Here are my responses:   These are some great initiatives.  I have answered yes to everyone of them. 275

Science Party Tom GEISER NSW Sydney
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Counselling
should be inclusive and of the highest standard,
and so I support the previous funding initiative
that allowed schools to provide students access to
a (secular) qualified mental health professional.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Specifically,
the Science Party supports mandatory ethics
classes in schools. Special religious instruction
should not be taught in regular class time
regardless of however multicultural or
monocultural Australia may be.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Science
Party policy is to standardise abortion laws
nationally, ensuring it is legal when provided by a
trained professional, with the sign-off of a second
doctor on the safety of the procedure after 24
weeks' pregnancy. Medicare funding should be
available for abortion at any stage of pregnancy,
and medical abortion should be offered where it is
a safe option.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The Science
Party has a policy of legalising physician-assisted
dying for terminally ill adults. To avoid abuse, we
are in favour of having each instance reviewed by a
court. To avoid concern from the public that
involuntary euthanasia could be performed in
hospitals, we would have the procedure available
in dedicated hospices/clinics or the person's home
only (not in regular hospitals).

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Either no
prayers should be said, or prayers for all known
religions should be said, the latter being clearly
impractical.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Freedoms
must extend to private communication, and for
this reason the internet must remain unfiltered
and un-monitored (if someone is suspected of
criminal activity, a warrant should be sought).
Science Party policy is to end metadata retention.

PERHAPS

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We would
need to review the situation closely, but if these
groups of people cannot access the UNHCR from
their home country they should be treated with
the same urgency as any persecuted person who
cannot access the UNHCR from their home
country.

PERHAPS

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: While I am
personally unhappy that religious organisations
gain charitable status, the fact is that some people
are religious, and who am I to say that their choice
of community is less valid than a sporting, artistic,
professional, or cultural organisation?

n/a

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I'm afraid I
don't understand the distinction between this
question and the previous one.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The
compensation process must be open and fair
(unlike the "Melbourne Response"), and must be
paid in addition to the perpetrators being brought
to justice, not instead of it.

287

Science Party Marc GIORDANO NSW Warringah
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Replaced
with child Psychologists

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: All schools
should be secular. With religious and other beliefs
attended by choice after hours

YES YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Parliament
should be secular and principled on fact, reality
and ethics

YES NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Preference
based religion or lack there of is inhumane and
prejudice. All people deserve equal opportunity.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: No religion
should be tax exempt

YES 296

Independent David BARROW NSW Warringah
Hi -- I am an independent candidate running a single-issue totally negative campaign AGAINST
Marriage Discrimination

www.andrewboltparty.com/blog

301

Veterans Party Bridget CLINCH QLD Brisbane
Yes, it should be discontinued.  I can only support
evidence based and ethical counselling of children
in schools.

Yes, this seems reasonable and is really a part of
history and culture.  Mythology is a big part of our
history and culture and I see nothing wrong with
teaching an overview of that history leading up to
the present state of affairs with an overview of
what remains in terms of mythology and beliefs in
society and the impact that it has.

Yes, safe, legal and accessible. Yes.  Our party has been looking at various models
including the briefly legislated NT one.  It seems to
be well controlled, requiring two psychiatrists to
authorise and has many safeguards built in.  It
seems strange that we can use science and
medicine to extend our lives past what would
appear to be our evolutionary life expectancy, yet
when things go wrong and we have conditions that
whilst medicine might be able to delay death, it
can’t do it without losing quality of life, impacting
on the person and that person’s family that we
don’t let them go out on their own terms in a
controlled way.

Yes.  It is not appropriate in a secular country to
have any one religion’s prayers in parliament.  I
would support the cessation of prayers in
parliament, or, in the interest of fairness all
religion’s prayers to be conducted at the opening
of parliament to show impartiality, which would be
impractical.

I personally would like to see less belief and more
understanding and learning.  However, I don’t
think society is ready to move forward and abolish
all organised belief based organisations.  Our party
has the position that all people should have
freedom of religion, but that every religion must
not impose on others and must comply with laws.
This is definitely a public debate that is needed,
and will need to be continually revisited until we
reach a more enlightened approach to reality.

Yes.  These people are persecuted and killed
depending on where they live.  They should be
looked after.

Yes.  Only actual charities that benefit society in a
non discriminatory, and where counselling is
involved, an evidence based and ethical way
should get this status.

YES YES I hope that answers your questions and lets you know where I am coming from as a person and where
my party stands.

Thanks for the email, I’d write more, but I am swamped at the moment.

369

Pauline
Hanson's One
Nation

Robert PASQUALI QLD Fairfax
NO YES

The broader knowledge of all religions and
idealogies will assist break down barriers

YES

I leave the abortion option open for women who
are victims of rape or have their own health
compromised.I do not see it as an economic or sex
preference option .

YES

I am not totally behind euthenasia however if
medical specialists believe human suffering is too
great and proper procedures and safeguards are
followed then the persons suffering must be the
priority

NO YES NO

We are too compromised in our Visa entry
priorities.I am of the belief that we should have a
rigorous prioritization system that is flexible based
on contemporary events but it should be used
judiciously or else non-humanitarian migrants
(who may also have required skills) may never
progress to the top of the queue.

NO YES YES

Accountability in this critical field is all important.If
services are not provided adequately and
organisations are found liable then there should be
monetary penalties

404

Independent Jordan
Ryan

PUKU QLD Flynn
No.

I don't doubt that the funding has been
condemned by many groups. But the groups that
matter to me are the staff and students of the
schools in my electorate. And their overwhelming
view is that the funding should stay.

No.

The national curriculum is packed enough as it is.

Yes.

The death of our young is a heinous thing. But the
results of banning abortion is even more heinous.

Yes.

Who are we, as legislators, to decide that someone
must suffer terribly for six months before dying in
an undignified fashion?

Yes.

Prayer should not be the result of some religious
necessity. It is a commune between God and man,
so mandating it is counter-productive.

Yes.

I'm curious as to who would oppose this?

Yes.

Anyone facing denial of UNHCR registration
deserves special attention.

Yes.

I fail to see why religious charities need a lower
standard of reporting than any other charity.

Yes.

Cults are a blight on society.

Yes.

All individuals involved must be prosecuted to the
fullest extent of the law, and institutions that are
involved with children must be reprimanded for
not adequately ensuring that children are
protected.

Thank you for the opportunity to respond to this survey, and thank you for efforts in ensuring voters
are well informed in this upcoming election.

Yours sincerely,

Jordan Puku
Independent Candidate for Flynn
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Independent Karel BOELE QLD Griffith
YES

Please note I am contracted to vote with my
constituents through peopledecide.org.au so if my
constituents don't want to discontinue it then I
have to vote that way. These are my personal
opinions only.

YES YES YES OTHER

I would like to develop another positive
affirmation or statement collaboratively with the
public. I think word God or other is good to
acknowledge the highest attributes we can strive
to.

YES YES OTHER

I need to research this more.

OTHER

It depends who defines a cult, it could be labelled
onto a bonfide group so need to see more details
of this.

YES

Fairly
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Australian
Labor Party

Bronwyn HERBERTSON QLD Groom
Thank you for your email. I am overwhelmed by how many people feel passionate about a range of
issues.
Due to the volume of emails sent to me, I am unable to answer each one individually. However if you
go to alp.org.au you can see our 100 Positive Policies. The Australian Labor Part is putting people first.
Alternatively you can ring me on 0407 255 271.
Thank you again for your interest.
Bronwyn Herbertson
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Rise Up
Australia Party

Sherrilyn CHURCH QLD Maranoa
NO NO NO NO NO YES

But let every word that comes out of our mouths,
build up and bless!

NO NO Who determines what is a cult? OTHER

Money does nothing to heal the wounded soul.
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Australian
Labor Party

Lucy STANTON QLD Wide Bay
I won’t respond to your questions other than to say I am an atheist…..Lucy 539

Animal Justice
Party

Evelyn CARROLL SA Boothby
Sorry but I do not wish to answer questions
Evelyn Carroll

567

Independent Mark ALDRIDGE SA Makin
NO

I know very little about this program to be honest,
and when I went to school it did not exist, so I cant
provide a yes or no in this case. I will be acting as a
representative of the people, so would have to ask
them. I suggest they would say no.

YES

I would say yes.

Yes with safe guards in place. YES I would have to give it more thought than the time
I have at this moment, and also consider a
replacement statement maybe, I am not of a
religious back ground, so would not opt to say a
prayer personally.

Yes 100% Yes 100% YES YES Yes 100% 592

Renewable
Energy Party

Roy RAMAGE TAS Bass
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

And churches to pay rates to local councils. They
have been exempt too long

YES YES This outline is the key reason RE must be widely adopted. Australia's energy is the highest cost -
globally.  The jobs and growth mantra is the political status quo belief in everlasting growth.
Australian growth, despite recent figures is about to stall. Mining is tipped to sack 50,000 workers soon
and print media are struggling - laying people off as Internet gobbles more advertising streams. On top
of this robots continue to replace manufacturing jobs. Perhaps worst of all, Australian private debt is
at the record level of 185% of GDP! Australian federal Government debt might be more manageable at
approx 36% of GDP.  More concerning, is both Europe and America are operating on 0% interest rates
which must mean that their economic growth is close to zero. If so, how soon will our growth be
affected? Our Reserve Bank just dropped our rate to 1.7%. Are we listening?  Australia is one of only
three developed nations where part time work is over 30% of all jobs. In Canada it's under 20%.
Australians need jobs of course - so how best to develop them and the skills necessary in a declining
economy.  We at the Renewable Energy Party (REP) think that renewable energy (RE) offers one of the
best approaches. RE investments in people and projects based on renewable energy would greatly
benefit large numbers of potential workers and possibly stave off some of the worst aspects of a
slowing economy - especially in Tasmania!  Tasmania is fortunate to have almost its entire energy
supply based on hydro. Sadly, it's mismanagement will cost Tasmanians dearly. Drought, Hydro's
biggest threat very nearly derailed our economy. The cost of avoiding that disaster will soon become
evident to Tasmanians as energy prices rise.  The jewel in Tasmania's energy crown however, is King
Island. Here with wind, sun and batteries, Hydro has managed to cut the islands diesel use in half! Yes
it costs to put the renewable infrastructure together but the results are clear. So why not do it for the
slightly larger island of Tasmania? It appears to be only a matter of scale. Fortuitously it has never
been a better time for renewable energy as Bloomberg New Energy Finance has recently reported.
Here are their key points.  There will be no Golden Age of Gas  Renewables will attract $7.8 Trillion
investment (solar dominates)  Electric cars rescue power markets  Batteries join the grid  Solar and
wind prices plummet  Capacity factors go wild (energy generation amounts)  This reinforces the King
Island success and suggests that the Renewable Energy Party is on the right track.  Quite simply there
has never been a better time to be a member of the Renewable Energy Party, especially on an island
that has the greatest potential to capitalise on the very real renewables opportunity. Tasmania!
Kind regards
Roy Ramage
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Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Animal Justice
Party

Rosemar
y

LAVIN VIC Aston
YES YES

I used to teach in South Africa straight after
apartheid ended. The new curriculum was
delightful. We had to teach 5 major religions and
get the students to talk about their own individual
belief systems. This led to classroom discussions
which allowed potential bias and fear based
opinions to be tackled. The outcome was one of
tolerance, interest and general acceptance.

YES YES YES YES

As long as neither people nor animals are harmed
by these beliefs and expressions. The Animal
Justice Party values of non-violence, equality,
rationality and kindness say it all.

YES

I am in favour of offering aid to all those in need
regardless of their belief system, athiests and
apostates included.

YES YES YES 657

Independent Philip SUTTON VIC Batman
YES YES YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

I don't see the need to have time set aside for
prayers of any sort.  If people wish to pray they can
do it in their own time.

OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Freedom of belief - yes.  Freedom of expression -
largely yes (but need to circumscribe extreme
forms of vilification/verbal intimidation) but I
believe the right to disagree and criticise civilly
must be retained/protected.

YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Not sure .

YES (as qualified below):

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Identified by whome as a religion?  Self-identified?
It seems to me that an organisation could be a
bona fide religious organisation and also a cult, but
not all bona fide religious organisations would
deserve to be identified as a cult.

YES (as qualified below):

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

I don't think that institutions that provide high
standards of protection should be liable for
compensation for all cases of exploitation if they
have acted diligently and in good faith to try to
protect children (or anyone else).
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Australian Sex
Party

Joel MURRAY VIC Batman
YES

The Sex Party have a specific policy on SRI.

Special Religious Instruction laws are inconsistent
across the states and territories with many
Australian school children being instructed in a
particular faith by volunteers during school hours.
This results in: children being segregated on the
basis of religion; valuable class time spent on non-
educative activities; and children receiving
insufficient or unbalanced education about the
range of beliefs, customs and ethics in the world in
which they live. In a multicultural society, this is
divisive and dangerous.

Abolish provisions for Special Religious Instruction
in schools and implement a national comparative
religion and ethics curriculum.

www.sexparty.org.au/policy/193-special-religious-
instruction

YES

See previous response.

YES

As you may be aware, the Sex Party were
instrumental in introducing Victoria’s Safe Access
Zone legislation. We will continue to champion this
at a federal level, putting pressure on states and
territories to not only legalise abortion, but also to
create safe access zones around clinics that
provide this service to protect people accessing
the service and workers.

YES

Again, the Sex Party were instrumental in referring
this issue to a parliamentary inquiry in Victoria.
This has resulted in recommendations to establish
a regulatory framework for voluntary assisted
dying. The Sex Party at a federal level will
champion for criminal laws to be abolished to
ensure that the two territories can create their
own legislation if their parliaments wish to.

YES

This is inconsistent with the idea of a secular
government. I fully support the removal of prayers
from the opening of parliament.

YES YES

The Sex Party also supports LGBTI refugees who
are persecuted.

YES

This is a cornerstone policy for the Sex Party and
has been since our formation in 2009.

Religious organisations should be paying their fair
share of tax.

We should in a modern and secular Australia:

Remove ‘advancing religion’ as a charitable
purpose in the Charities Act 2013.
All not-for-profit organisations, religious or non-
religious, should be subject to the same accounting
and reporting obligations to the Australian
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission.
Not-for-profit organisations, religious or non-
religious, with a demonstrated charitable purpose
should be exempt from tax.

Currently religious organisations receive tax-
exempt status because advancing religion is
presumed to be of public benefit within the
Charities Act 2013. The Australian Sex Party
contends that advancing religion does not provide
a public benefit and should not be recognised as a
charity.

Church owned companies include some of the
most well known brands in Australia including
cereal manufacturers, insurance companies and
music publishers and yet they don’t pay income
tax on their profits claiming exemption by
advancing religion.

This costs Australia tens of billions per year in lost
tax revenue.

The Australian Christian Lobby which is known for
its campaigns against Marriage Equality and
against LGBTIQ equality claims its primary purpose
is advancing religion and is recognised as a charity
despite providing no charitable benefit

The exemptions extend to GST concessions, capital
gains tax (on property and share trading) and the
Fringe Benefits Tax, and land tax in the states and
territories.

Religious organisations are also exempt from
standard accounting and record-keeping
obligations. Australians deserve greater
transparency and accountability in the charity and
not-for-profit sector so that activities subsidised by
the taxpayer are truly "for the public benefit".

YES

See above response

YES

It personally sickens me that the state has to pay
compensation for sexual abuse perpetrated by
members of religious institutions. It should be that
the religious organisations in question pay victim
survivors' compensation.
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Rise Up
Australia Party

Sandy CADDY VIC Bendigo
No it should not be discounted.  The High Court is
not infallible.  The School Chaplaincy program has
been shown to be of great benefit to students and
parents alike.

How typically hypocritical.  Over 60% of Australians
identified as Christian on the last census; our laws
are based on the Judeo Christian faith the next
faith was no religion at something like 22 or 26%
that leaves a very small % for all other religions
combined.

I wish to protect women by making independent
counselling mandatory for a pregnant woman
making, a three day cooling off period mandatory,
by making it mandatory that suspected sexual
abusers taking a woman for an abortion  be
reported, All the above was deliberately not made
law.  I want to make real physical and emotional
support available to protect women from
unscrupulous business practice currently a doctor
can lose his right to practice medicine if he uses his
conscience to pursue the underlying cause of a
women’s ‘choice’ – see Ex abortionists spill their
guts and Bernard Nathanson’s Confessions of a ex
abortionist of Abby Johnsons no 1 best seller
‘UnPlanned’.  And just to be clear; the Abortion
Law Reform Act chapter 7 titles what you call
‘choice’ as ‘child destruction’.

No Surely you have seen the ‘progress’ in other
countries that have gone down this path.  Over a ¼
of euthanasia is done involuntarily why? The
patient may get upset.  We now have a situation
where children indoctrinated with fear can legally
choose euthanasia.  This is a tragic situation.  We
must pursue palliative care solutions to minimise
elder abuse etc.

No I believe in maintaining Australia’s rich heritage
and traditions – to pray at the opening and closing
of parliament is very Australian. Lets not loose our
Australian  identity.

Yes, the founder of the Rise Up Australia Party
fought a 5 year court battle to win freedom of
religion and freedom of speech  after the Islamic
Council of Australia charged him with vilification.

I am in favor of prioritising humanitarian aid and
visa to persecuted Christians – they have the
highest rate of abuse perpetrated against them
and would most easily assimilate into Australian
culture.
 I have no objection toward people of no faith
receiving sanction.

Advancing the well being of their community is the
purpose of Christian charity however because
people of faith are shown to live longer be happier
and healthier it makes sense to promote faith so
advancing religion is reasonable.

See above  Religions are often charitable bodies, it
is fair therefore that those offering charity receive
tax exemptions.

I believe it is always proper to provide restitution
where possible, if possible, for any wrong
perpetrated against another.
Of course it is better to work on prevention
therefore I oppose violent porn,  SSC,  creating
another stolen generation etc etc etc.

681

Family First
Party

Alan HOWARD VIC Bendigo
No, I know it to be an excellent program that is
valued by parents.

No, that is merely another secular strategy NO Not for lifestyle reasons. There are exceptions
e.g.risk to mothers life

YES Personally I have some understanding of this
proposition but as a candidate I accept the Party
platform that all life is important to sustain

YES Absolutely whether secularists like it or not we
come from a Judeo Christian heritage that
underpins most of our belief systems, even of
secular people

YES Yep fix up 18c YES Yes if persecuted Christians and Yusadis are
included.

NO No their work ( most not all) is valuable and saves
governments money

YES I favour all people institutions being
accountable at law which has the capacity where
guilt is proven beyond reasonable doubt to direct
compensation.

I would commence by saying that I reject this tag of "progressive". Just a crap
'Motherhood ' strategy. Who determines who is 'progressive' ! Grab a hold of yourselves. What a
bunch of wankers. I have no problems with you professing to be void of a belief system, but to link
that to making you 'progressive', rubbish. You really need to get some meaning into your lives. I can
only hope that you do not suffer a calamity that causes you to scream for the help of a higher
authority than is delivered through you narrow sense of self.
Alan Howard.
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The Greens Elissa SUTHERLAND VIC Casey
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We need the
Safe schools program. This Chaplaincy program is a
serious intrusion into the idea that Church and
State should remain separate. It was couched in
terms of ‘pastoral care’ I believe from memory.
That kind of thing is best done through specialised
programs around ethics and respect for others.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: A study of a
wide array of the core belief systems would help
us all understand each other better.

Yes, I believe a woman has a right to control her
own body.

I have misgivings about late stage terminations.

Yes but with strict safeguards.

The Greens have a clear position on dying with
dignity: http://greens.org.au/initiatives/vic/dying-
dignity

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: It is not
respectful of diversity in parliament to allow one
group to make all others say a Christian prayer.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:I have
concerns about George Brandis’ attempts to water
down racial vilification and incitement laws

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Like any
persecuted group they should be assessed as being
in need of protection as it is a belief they are being
persecuted for having.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I don’t think
organisations should get charitable status for
entities that collect money for the specific purpose
of prosthletising. But I have no problem if those
funds are to be used legitimately to help people in
the community.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The detail of
how we decide what is a cult and what is a religion
is where I feel that this kind of rule will become
difficult to implement. I’m not sure I know enough
about how that would work in practice but I
support the principle.

Yes

Absolutely.
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Animal Justice
Party

Kristin BACON VIC Casey
YES YES

AJP policy is for curruculum to encompass the
teaching of kindness towards all species and the
benfits of plant-based living for ourselves, the
environment and non-human animals who we
share this planet -informed by our values of
rationality, equality, kindness and non-violence.

YES YES YES YES

So long as expression is respectful and does not
discriminate or harm others.

YES

I am in favour of offering humanitarian aid and
humanitarian visa's but believe all those suffering
persecution should be entitled to this by the
countries who can help them on a needs basis. If
those most in need are individual atheists and
apostates who cannot register with UNHCR then
yes they should have prioriry.

YES YES YES 700

Independent Peter CHARLETON VIC Casey
YES

YES IT SHOULD BE DISCONTINUED

NO

NO I DO NOT SUPPORT SUCH STUDY/TEACHING TO
BE PART OF THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM

YES

YES, MOST DEFINITELY

YES

YES ABSOLUTELY 110% BEHIND EUTHANASIA

NO

I AM NOT A HUGE FAN OF ANY PRAYERS AT THE
OPENING OF PARLIAMENT AS SUCH I WOULD NOT
SUPPORT A BROADENING/EXPANSION OF SUCH
PRAYER SESSIONS

YES

YES ABSOLUTELY

YES

YES, I FIRMLY BELIEVE THAT AUSTRALIA MUST RE-
THINK OUR REFUGEE INTAKE POLICY AND BEGIN
TO MOVE AWAY FROM REFUGEES WHO ARE LESS
LIKELY TO ASSIMILATE TO ONE’S WHO ARE MOST
LIKELY TO ASSIMILATE/FIT IN

YES

THE GOOD INTENTIONS OF “CHARITABLE STATUS”
FOR TAX BENEFITS ARE SEEMINGLY BEING TAKEN
ADVANTAGE OF, BY ANYONE & EVERYONE, HENCE
I WOULD SUPPORT REMOVAL OF “ADVANCING
RELIGION” AS AN ELIGIBLE PURPOSE

YES

AS PER MY ANSWER ABOVE, IT WOULD SEEM
THESE TAX CONCESSIONS ARE CONTINUALLY
GROWING AND SOME ORGANISATIONS HAVE
QUESTIONABLE PRACTICES, AS SUCH IT IS TIME TO
REMOVE TAX CONCESSIONS FROM ALL OF THOSE
WHO ARE CLAIMING SUCH CONCESSIONS UNDER
THE TITLE OR DISGUISE OF RELIGION. ALTHOUGH I
WOULD SUPPORT A TAX CONCESSION FOR SUCH
ORGANISATIONS UP TO A SET RANGE TO ENSURE
THE SMALLER ORGANISATIONS WHO ARE DOING
GOOD WORK ARE ABLE TO BENEFIT FROM TAX
CONCESSIONS.... BUT THOSE WHO COLLECT
MILLIONS OF DOLLARS SHOULD LOSE SUCH
CONCESSIONS

YES

YES IT WOULD BE REASONABLE TO DIRECT SUCH
INSTITUTIONS TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO
VICTIMS
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The Greens Josh FERGEUS VIC Chisholm
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Preferably
sooner...

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Religion
should only be taught in schools as part of a
broader curriculum encompassing philosophy and
ethics, with no one religion or group of religions
taking precedence.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  The Greens
have supported the reproductive rights of women
over many, many years.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  The Greens
have supported dying with dignity for many, many
years.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I don't
believe there should be any prayers at the opening
of Parliament.  Church and state must be separate.

YES OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I'm in
favour of offering humanitarian aid where it is
most needed in any situation.  I am in favour of
lobbying the UNHCR to include people persecuted
for their atheism in official refugee programs.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Advancing
religion is not, in my view, a charitable goal.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I have
worked in child protection for many years, this is
an extremely important issue.
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Family First
Party

Alan BARRON VIC Corangamite
NO

Why should it be stopped? Going by the last
Census most approx 60%+ Australians identify as
having some Christian belief. Your statement is no
justification for stopping the funding.

NO

See response above.  You seem fixation over
religion. Don’t you guys worry about anything
else?

NO

And how do you justify killing babies in the womb
under the guise of “freedom to choose?” The most
vulnerable in our society need protection and you
guys need to rethink this issue very carefully.
Babbies have rights to choose as well?   Why
should it be legal to kill a baby in the womb but 12
weeks later if you killed the same child you would
be up for murder?  It doesn’t make sense.

OTHER

Difficult question to answer. I’m almost think it’s
allowable - under strict controls - but would like to
do more research before making a final decision.

NO

As per question 1 above.

YES

Complex question.  So what’s your take on 18c of
the Racial Vilification Act?  There needs to be a
balance between freedom and repect and taking
responsibility for public statements made which
may lead to civil action being taken in the courts..

OTHER

As much as possible I support helping genuine
refugees irregardless.  The sticking point here is
“priority”.  As a Christian, I would favour Christian
refugees facing persecution in the middle east etc.

NO

Some religious bodies are money making concerns
and not strictly speaking meeting the criteria, so
maybe the definition of `advancing religion’ needs
to be tightened.

OTHER

Complex issue. I think concessions should be
retained for mainstream religious bodies but not
every fringe cults like witches covens etc.

Here you go again. Why are you guys so fixated
with religion?

OTHER

Compensation should be paid by ALL offending
bodies including `Progressive Atheists’,  schools,
welfare agencies etc.
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Socialist
Alliance

Sue BULL VIC Corio
YES YES YES YES YES YES NO

Australia needs to increase it's humanitarian intake
as a matter of urgency. Priority or a lack of priority
should not be based on religious (or lack of) views
but instead based on those in most need.

YES YES 722

Animal Justice
Party

Vanessa BROWNE VIC Deakin
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This is an
outrageous waste of taxpayer money.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I would
encourage such a replacement course, as long as it
included positions of non-belief.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This
legislation is long overdue.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: There should
be no prayers in Parliament. This goes against the
concept of separation of Church and State.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I am in
favour of this, as long as other highly persecuted
groups (religious or otherwise) are also given
priority according to need. I would not want to
discriminate against potential refugees simply
because they practised a faith.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Religious
institutions should not receive tax concessions
over and above any other non-religious
organisation.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: There should
be no correlation at all between an organisation's
tax obligations and its alignment with any
particular religion

YES Thank you for your email. My responses are below. These are my own responses and indicate how I
would vote if elected, given that the Animal Justice Party does not have an official policy covering the
areas you mention.

Kind regards, Vanessa Browne, Candidate for Deakin Animal Justice Party
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Australian
Christians

Jeff REANEY VIC Dunkley
NO

Contrary to the information supplied above, the
program has also been endorsed by a number of
school Principals, who have stated that they want
the Program to continue.

NO

In my opinion, it would be better if volunteers
provided teachings on the various philosophies,
systems of belief, and positions of non-belief to
children whose parents accepted those various
beliefs.

NO

Abortions are not safe – someone always dies.

NO

So-called strict safeguards have been subject to
abuse in jurisdictions that have legalised
euthanasia (Holland is one example), and palliative
care methodologies have continued to improve,
providing as much relief as possible, to terminally
or incurably ill people. I know personally of many
miraculous healings, which upon later
examination, have been verified by medical
professionals, and also have firsthand knowledge
of cessation of pain in terminally ill people,
confirmed by the medical profession, so my
experience causes me not to accept such situations
fatalistically.

NO

In the preamble to the Australian Constitution, it
states that the government “relying on the
blessing of Almighty God”, so it would be
foolishness to rely on His blessing yet not pray
before transacting Parliamentary business.

YES

There is growing attack on this fundamental
freedom and Australia is currently in danger of
seeing these freedoms eroded via ‘political
correctness’, although the situation would be
much worse under blasphemy and apostasy laws.

YES

And also visa priority to all minority groups who
suffer persecution for their beliefs or non-beliefs.
They are all people.

NO

A study of Australian history and research into
contemporary initiatives and programs carried out
by various ‘religious bodies’ to the betterment of
society would show the enormous contribution
made to our nation by such bodies. Having
charitable status allows these institutions to
stretch their ‘welfare dollar’ further.

YES

Provided it can be demonstrated objectively that a
particular religion is in fact a cult whose activities
are detrimental to the wellbeing of its adherents
or to others. In the early days, the Salvation Army
was deemed to be a cult!

YES

A crime is a crime, but money will not erase pain –
forgiveness is key.
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Animal Justice
Party

Ben WILD VIC Flinders
YES YES YES YES YES YES

BUT THIS DOES NOT MEAN I SUPPORT
VILIFICATION IN ANY WAY

YES

HOWEVER, I BELIEVE ALL PEOPLE FLEEING
PERSECUTION SHOULD BE OFFERED PRIORITY

YES YES YES 750

The Greens Ian ONLEY VIC Gippsland
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

I think the question here is whether that religion
conducts charitable work.

YES 755



Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Australian
Christians

Ashleigh BELSAR VIC Gippsland
NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

There are a number of health professions who see
'spiritual' care as being a vital element in a healthy
school environment.  Interestingly, health
professions and mental health agencies regularly
advise a multi step plan which includes a 'spiritual'
dimension as a component in recovery from
depression or addiction.

NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Religious
volunteers following well defined regulations are
teaching christian ethics which are at the base of
western civilisation.  'Don't steal, lie or cheat'.
'Turn the other cheek'.  'Love your enemies'.
'Forgive those who mistreat you'.  'Love your
neighbour as yourself'.  The story of the 'Good
samaritan'.  There may well be a number of
competing belief systems with their in-coded
values, however which of them provides such a
clear guideline to civil behaviour?

NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

While many fetishise “choice”, selfishness and
unbridled individualism has hallmarks of a
progressive society, as co-founder of the Aust
Greens and ethicist Peter Singer rightly argues,
there is no difference in abortion before or after
birth.  If your happy with current abortion
practices you need some pretty creative thinking
to explain why you couldn't kill the same person in
the first two weeks after birth.  I think it only right
to end this comment with a quote from an atheist
who had the ability to think outside the left / right
paradigm on this issue:
“In order to terminate a pregnancy, you have to
still a heartbeat, switch off a developing brain . . .
break some bones and rupture some organs.”
Christopher Hitchens, Nation magazine in April
1989.

NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Euthanasia 'good death' and Eugenics 'good birth'.
I believe there's been a very good precedent set in
history as to why providing medically induced
death is too risky a door to open.

NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

For much the same reasoning as question 2.  It's a
reminder of the value system we've adopted which
makes us one of the best countries to live in.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

I wholeheartedly agree, and at present I'm very
disappointed that these freedoms are being rolled
back ie  'Section 18 C' of the racial vilification act
which makes it possible to litigate against
someone who causes offence.  With certain
religions linking their race to their faith (not sure
how this claim can be taken seriously), and being
defending in doing so by the regressive left, would
it even be possible for an atheist to face litigation
for offending someone of faith?  I believe the only
regulations on freedom of speech should be
genuine cases of defamation or incitement to
violence.  Regulations on what / where speech can
be aired (ie time slots) for the sake of children is
also necessary.  But why are we treating adults as
children that need their feelings protected by the
government? While I agree that the platform of
free speech may cause me offence, open the door
to ideas i may find frightening or disgusting, the
risk of censuring such speech is a dangerous
pathway, and we have the historical evidence to
see that doing so has always been a favourite tool
of dictators, not free societies.

OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Yes but I wouldn't make them a priority over other
persecuted minorities

NO I'd need an example of a 'cult'. YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Any institution, religious or otherwise, that has
failed to protect children should not only be
required to pay compensation but face the full
weight of the law.  This includes religious
institutions that have covered up abuse and
governments institutions who currently allow the
dismembering of viable pre-born infants.

762

Renewable
Energy Party

Peter GARDNER VIC Gippsland
Thanks for your survey. I am an endorsed candidate for the Renewable Energy Party in Gippsland. The
REP is the only single issue climate party in Australia and Climate Change and the phasing out of coal
fired generators with renewable energy our priority. It should be noted that climate change affects us
all regardless of race or religion (or non religion). The REP is guided by best science in its actions.

Peter Gardner
REP Candidate in Gippsland

763

Marriage
Equality

Rebecca O'BRIEN VIC Higgins
Thank-you for your email.

For all media enquiries, please contact the Australian Equality Party:
mail@equality.org.au
ph: 0451 010 210

774

The Greens Hugh MCKINNON VIC Jagajaga
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES

I need t know more about this, I was unaware that
anyone was prevented from accessing UNHCR
registration.

YES YES YES 810

Independent Angelina ZUBAC VIC Kooyong
Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: However, if
parents want to organise something among
themselves and organise for their children to
attend something after school or something like
that I have no problem. A parent should be
allowed to introduce their child to religion and gain
cooperation from the school system. I was brought
up with religion and though it is not important in
my life it did allow me to ask those life questions
that one should ask.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: It really does
not hurt to put religion into a context so that
young people understand how religion has played
a role, whether good or bad, in human history.
However, I would be inclined to do this in
highschool.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Although it
would be better if abortion did not exist and no
woman should feel they have to make a choice,
the reality is that they have to make a choice
sometimes about whether to continue with a
pregnancy. The current rules seem reasonable
good and protects the mother and the unborn
child in the latter phases. I am not a doctor but it
seems that after a certain point it is too late to
abort a child.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We are
going to get voluntary euthanasia and so we
should begin defining what should be allowed to
ensure dignity and a painless death towards the
end. People are killing themselves or helping loved
ones to do it and we should take onus off them
when they have to make choices about how and
when to die.

Neutral

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: However, if
we did so, this has to be with negotiation. Religion
is very important to some people and this would
be viewed as a first step towards making the
country totally irreligious. This is not on the top of
my agenda but the problem I see is that if we
included a bit from every religion then the opening
of parliament would be very long. My view is that
it is about showing respect for other people. It is
okay to be an atheist, agnostic, very religious or a
hybrid of religions, etc.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This goes
without saying.

Neutral

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Anyone who
is being persecuted for their religious or non-
religious beliefs and cannot easily get help should
get some special consideration.

Neutral

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: If the
religion does charitable work where they actively
help people then I would like to see them get tax
deductions but if all they do is teach religion only
then I don’t see why other people should
subsidise. Many religions do very good work and
help many people in need and that should be
encouraged.

Neutral

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I don’t really
understand this question. I would need to
understand how cults are being defined in the
legislation.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We are more
likely to avoid the types of systemic abuses we
have seen over the decades if compensation must
be paid.

815

Australian Sex
Party

Martin LEAHY VIC La Trobe
Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This has
been Australian Sex Party policy since 2010

YES Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This has
been Australia Sex Party Policy since 2010. Fiona
Patton MLC Northern Metro (Vic) Introduced a
Safe Access Zone bill which has been pasted by the
Victorian parliament so right to life protesters
cannot come within 150 mts for a facility that is
involved in woman’s health issues including
abortion

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: In Victoria

YES YES YES Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This has
been Australia Sex Party policy since 2010. We
want Remove ‘advancing religion’ as a charitable
purpose in the Charities Act 2013.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: has been
Australia Sex Party policy since 2010. We want
Remove ‘advancing religion’ as a charitable
purpose in the Charities Act 2013.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The Australia
Sex Party took this as one of our 7 policies to the
2010 federal election. The new federal
government took this up and implementer the
Royal Commission into insulation  Child Sex abuse

824

Independent John B MYERS VIC Melbourne
Ports

many thanks for your survey that i will duly attempt to complete.

Please check out this flier in the meantime, which you are welcome to distribute as well, and that i
support ethics and spirituality as life engendering over the secular/religious points of view.

Your view would i am sure support the ethical and maybe even the spiritual, both of which are all-
inclusive, objective and encompassing.

I am standing for Principle - "to love your fellow as you love yourself” and "to not do unto others what
you will not have them do unto you”, over Party.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Yaacov, John B Myers, B”H, noW!, “Good noW!”®, 5776.

869

Australian
Labor Party

Adam RUNDELL VIC Menzies
YES YES YES YES YES Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: While I
agree that fleeing from religious persecution is
terrible thing and should not be ignored, it cannot
be the only factor as to whom gets priority when
making decisions about offering protection visas,
etc.

YES YES YES 878

Independent Fern SUMMER VIC Murray
YES YES YES MAYBE YES YES NO YES YES YES 886

Independent Bernardi
ne

ATKINSON VIC Wannon
NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I, Dr
Bernardine Atkinson, do not think that the High
Court has the authority under S51 (xxiiiA) of the
Consititution to adjure for "no benefit". It may only
rule on "benefit" and it categorically has no right
to establish laws or regulations "prohibiting the
free exercise of any religion" (s116). Parliament
and the High Court cannot make laws or
regulations that contradict  Constitutionally-
specified mandates.   Our Australian Public School
system was founded on two principles: a. to
provide the nation with reading, writing and
arithmetic skills, and b. to teach foundational,
Christian morality: "to do unto others as you would
have them do unto you". This latter axiom has
always been the driver for great socio/cultural
progress, elevating us out of slavery, the convict
era and Roman crucifictions.

Please do note that I always think it is nonsensical to discuss matters of spirit, and the subject of
Christianity, with people who do not believe in the spiritual dimension to human nature. The subject
matters will remain incomprehensible. All people have the right to their own beliefs, and all people
have the right to change their beliefs, for example, the great British writer, CS Lewis.  I love his book
"The Screwtape Letters".
Best wishes from Dr Atkinson

900

Independent Michael
John

McCLUSKEY VIC Wannon
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Money
needs to be used for school
psychologists/counsellors to help with violence-
related behaviour and fostering greater emotional
intelligence amongst students

BOTH OUGHT TO BE ALLOWED YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: VERY LATE
STAGE TERMINATION INAPPROPRIATE

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:PLEASE FIND
ATTACHED MY VIEWS

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: SEPARATION
OF CHURCH AND STATE HAS BEEN KEY FACTOR IN
HELPING NATIONS EVOLVE TO A MORE
DEMOCRATIC AND ECONOMICALLY LIBERATED
SOCITEY

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I HOLD NO
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS HOWEVER BELIEVE IT IS AN
INDIVIDUAL'S RIGHT TO CHOOST TO EXPRESS
RELIGIOUS BELIEFS AS LONG AS DONE
RESPECTFULLY AND NON_-VIOLENTLY TOWARDS
OTHERS

OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: ALL
HUMANITARIAN AID AND VISAS OUGHT TO BE
ALLOCATED ON A NEEDS BASIS INDEPENDENT OF
RACE, GENDER, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, SEXUAL
ORIENTATION, ETHNICITY ETC

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: MONIES
GIVEN TO CHARITABLE WORK OUGHT TO BE
EXCEPTED

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: HAVING
BEEN TAUGHT AND HAVING EXPERIENCED
RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL CHILD ABUSE BY A
CHRISTIAN BROTHER CURRENTLY SERVING JAIL
FOR PAEDOPHILE CHARGES I DEFINITELY SUPPORT
COMPENSATION ESPECIALLY FOR
COUNSELLING/MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT

901

Outdoor
Recreation
Party (Stop The
Greens)

David FISHLOCK WA Forrest
No

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: A school
councillor should be more than enough to help
high school children with any issue that may arise.
They should be non-partisan in their veiws.

OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: During my
high school we only had small religious teachings
but they where mainly around religous holidays
such as christmas and easter.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: yes, it should
also be free of discrimination or persecution by
religious groups running public hospitals.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: It is one our
personal responsibility policies

OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:It is My
personal belief that it is a mark of respect and
tradion. In motor sport we have a small prayer to
ensure that all who participate in motor sport
return safely home to there family and friends, this
is purely as motor sport is extremely dangerous
but if it did come up we would probably vote
against it.

YES:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Also support
of the removal of 18C.

OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: We do not
have a policy on this but i support all refugee's
escaping prosecution.

YES:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I feel that as
a religion it should be helping those and ensuring
they are supported and not "brainwashed into
believing that giving them selves to god will save
them"

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Then be
disbanded. They have to offer protection to those
that need it most.

947

Independent Kim MUBARAK WA Stirling
I acknowledge receipt of your email you have my full support. In response to your questions, I refer
you to my website;
http://www.kimindependent.com.au/Communityparliament.I want to set up a voluntary parliament to
ease the community debate issues that matters to them. My job will be to represent what they had
agreed upon. I will never dictate to their wishes.
I ask for your vote and support. Rest assured you have my full support.

Many thanks,

Kim.

983

Christian
Democratic
Party (Fred
Nile Group)

David
William

KIM ACT Senate
NO

The program offers the education of morality and
ethtics as well as personal counselling.

NO NO NO NO YES NO NO NO OTHER:

neeeds to be reconsidered.

1014

Australian Sex
Party

Steven BAILEY ACT Senate
Yes. The School Chaplaincy Program is a regressive
program
that poses a threat to a secular society.

Yes. Dogma is no substitute for a liberal arts
education.

YES Yes. The Australian Sex Party has been at the
forefront of
this issue since Fiona Patten was elected to the
Victorian Parliament.
Leader of the Australian Sex Party Fiona Patten MP
initiated the End
of Life Choices Inquiry just over a year ago. The
ground-breaking
report recommended that people should be able
to die with dignity.
Unfortunately, the ACT is prohibited from
legislating in the area due
to the draconian ‘Andrew’s Bill’.

YES YES YES  Yes. Removing the ‘advancement of religion’ in
the Charities
Act is one of our key policies.

YES YES 1016

Mature
Australia

Anthony HANSON ACT Senate
Substain

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I would need
to investigate this area more thoroughly and hear
all sides of the argument and debate before
prodiving and affirmative answer.

Substain

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I would need
to investigate this area more thoroughly and hear
all sides of the argument and debate before
prodiving and affirmative answer.

(YES)

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Again this
area cannot be restricted or limited to a simple yes
or no answer. Personally all individuals have the
sovereign right to personal choice in their life and
how they live their live, the decisions they make
and the consequences and outcomes of those
decisions just as equally as the father of the child
has the sovereign right to be consulted and his
views and feelings expressed.

Substain

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This area
cannot be restricted nor limited to a simple yes or
no answer due to the complexity involved and the
moral and ethical circumstances involved. There
would have to be in place extremely stict laws and
guidlines to begin with. I would need to investigate
this area more thoroughly and hear all sides of the
argument and debate before prodiving and
affirmative answer.

NO YES Substain

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Immigration
is a completx issue and requires a thorough
investigation and updating to meet the standards
and requirements of today. I personally speaking
shall place our homeless Australian crisis as the the
1st and highest priority in this country and
addressing that issue as shared first and formost.

Substain

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I would need
to investigate this area more thoroughly and hear
all sides of the argument and debate before
prodiving and affirmative answer.

YES YES 1019



Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Liberal
Democrats

David LEYONHJELM NSW Senate
YES Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Religious
instruction is a matter for parents, not schools.
However, if parents voluntarily agree to allow their
children to receive religious instruction at school,
that is their choice.  There should be no national
curriculum – schooling is a state government
responsibility.

YES Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I have co-
sponsored a Dying with Dignity Bill dealing with
assisted suicide at the federal level, and I have
introduced a bill to repeal the Andrews Bill, so as
to facilitate legislation for assisted suicide in the
Territories.

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I support a
vote among parliamentarians at the
commencement of a parliamentary term to
determine whether prayers should be said each
day.

YES Other.

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Such people
should be eligible for humanitarian aid and visas.
‘Priority’ should be not determined in isolation
from consideration of the other categories that
should be eligible for humanitarian aid and visas.

YES YES Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Any
institution found to be legally culpable should
provide whatever restitution a Court orders.

1028

Australian
Cyclists Party

Ingrid RALPH NSW Senate
YES NO:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I think a national curriculum based course should
be introduced, but I do not see that it necessarily
must replace religious instruction.

YES YES YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I do not know if only atheists and apostates would
be prevented from accessing UNHCR registration,
but I suspect not. Priority should be given to those
most at risk, regardless of belief.

YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I do not think any religion should be given Tax
Concessions.

YES 1050

Australian
Cyclists Party

Jai COOPER NSW Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES Yes' x10! (I'm pretty sure I've read them correctly)

Of course, that's my personal position. The Australian Cyclists Party does not have a policy position on
these issues.

The first (school chaplaincy) might be classified as 'other' - I would like that funding to go to a
reformed non-denominational program including the comparative study of belief systems and ethics.
Alternatively, is that what you are proposing in Q.2? Anyway, I think we're on the same page here.

For Q6, partial not absolute, I support limits to free expression where that expression incites violence.
However, I don't think that concern is the intent of your question. I have occasionally dropped the odd
bit of blasphemy myself, oopsy!

Regardless, be assured, I am socially progressive and an academic in the social sciences. No single
belief system will be allowed to dominate. I will support an open and tolerant society.

Great to see you campaigning on these issues. If elected, you will most definitely have my support.

Kind regards,
Jai Cooper

1051

Voluntary
Euthanasia
Party

Shayne HIGSON NSW Senate
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I believe
school counsellors should be professionally
trained.

YES YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This is the
most important issue of all for me.

YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I would need
more information before answering this question.

YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I definitely
think the Churches should pay compensation,
especially when they have covered up the abuse.
However, I am not sure that other institutions
should be forced to pay compensation, it would
depend on the individual circumstances.
Sometimes these criminals can abuse children and
an organisation may have no knowledge of it. I
would need to see the details of any legislation to
make a decision on this question.

1054

Australian Sex
Party

Ross FITZGERALD NSW Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 1123

Independent Bryan LAMBERT NSW Senate
YES YES

Respect, value others irrespective of who they are,
religion etc.

YES YES OTHER

Not appropriate to persist with an over-hang from
the past .. too many politicians are not practicing
Christians.. no valid reason to continue.

YES YES

I am a Human Rights Advocate ... inclusive all
people.

YES YES

Shams to evade paying tax also include politicians,
1,000's mega-rich investors and shifting profits by,
Australian Corporations and Multi-Nationals from
evading tax in Australia.

YES 1154

Secular Party
of Australia

Trevor BELL QLD Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES On behalf of the Secular Party I can confidently answer YES to all of the questions you posed.

A lot of other parties may also answer "yes" to most if not all of your questions however for the
Secular Party these are key issues that we feel very strongly about. Not only do we support your
proposals but we will give them the highest priority if we are able to get a seat in parliament.

Kind regards

Trevor Bell
Secular Party

1194

Secular Party
of Australia

Scott CLARK QLD Senate
Yes it should be stopped by December 2016 Yes absolutely Yes absolutely Yes absolutely Yes there should NOT be in prayers in Parliament Yes there should not be any blasphemy laws Yes absolutely Yes absolutely there should NOT be any reference

to religion included in the definition of charities
Yes absolutely Yes absolutely 1195

Liberal
Democrats

Gabe BUCKLEY QLD Senate
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Of course, privately-run schools should be able to
privately fund their own chaplaincy programs if
they wish to do so. However, defunding the
National School Chaplaincy Program is a core point
of the Liberal Democrats' religious freedom policy:
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Ideally it would be up to the individual schools to
devise a curriculum that met the needs of their
school community. But for government-funded
schools at the least, this is a good measure.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

This has always been a policy position of the
Liberal Democrats

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Liberal Democrats would put forward such a
bill.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The idea that our politicians feel a need to pray
before a parliamentary session doesn't inspire me
with confidence in their abilities.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

The Liberal Democrats believe we should definitely
prioritise those most at risk of persecution

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

It's a bit like a bank wanting a tax exemption for
'advancing commerce'.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Although the Liberal Democrats favour a lowered
tax burden for all organisations, all organisations
should be treated equally.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:

Ideally, the Liberal Democrats would seek that the
perpetrator of the abuse be held ultimately
responsible. However having the organisations
under whose auspices abusers conducted their
activities foot the bill is a far better option than
placing the burden on the taxpayer.

1202

Online Direct
Democracy -
(Empowering
the People!)

David MISSINGHAM QLD Senate
Thank you for your email.

Online Direct Democracy candidates can't endorse any one policy or platform but we can place
communications in the public domain.
https://www.facebook.com/oddemocracy.

1205

Sal RIVAS QLD Senate
YES

Voice of Multicultural Australia believes taxpayer
funds should not be used to fund religious
programs.

Voice of Multicultural Australia believes all
religious instruction should be optional with
parents and or students able to opt out.

YES YES

Voice of Multicultural Australia believes there
should be voluntary euthanasia where the
individual is terminally ill, in significant pain and is
deemed to be of sound mind when making that
choice. This complex area needs in-depth
investigation as to the framework and safeguards
given it relates to life and death issues.

Voice of Multicultural Australia doesn’t have a
specific policy on this issue and doesn’t rate it as
overly important against the other issues that
impact Australians daily.

YES NO

Voice of Multicultural Australia believes there
should be no religious tests in our humanitarian
intake program.

YES YES YES 1235

Democratic
Labour Party
(DLP)

Sheila VINCENT QLD Senate
NO NO NO NO YES YES NO NO YES YES 1237

Australian Sex
Party

Kirsty PATTEN QLD Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 1247

Veterans Party Darryl HODKINSON QLD Senate
Yes, discontinue YES Yes. It is a lady's choice and her body Most definitely. I have witnessed the frustration of

my father who wanted a 'suicide pill'. Instead he
died in pain and lost dignity.

Yes. I think all prayers can stop now. I suppose
they only do it for tradition.

Yes, definitely YES YES YES YES 1278

Independent Kim VUGA QLD Senate
YES, We need to have counsellors who will not
include religion in their counselling

YES  - at the very least there should be an opt out
clause for those who do not wish their
child/children to receive religious instruction

NO, however, if pregnancy is due to a sexual
assault such as rape, or complications that puts the
mothers life at risk then yes. I believe that there
needs to be more support put in place and
adoption laws made easier in Australia.

NO OTHER : If it is a tradition then, yes. However, I
STRONGLY believe that we must keep ALL Religion
and politics seperate. Politics and Religion should
not mix

YES - BUT No to Islam YES, however we need to get our of country out of
debt before we take any  in ANY refugees.  And
ZERRO ISLAMIC Immigration indefinitely

YES YES YES, this is not the fault of the child, the child
should be able to claim compensation if proven
abuse
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Independent Jim SAVAGE QLD Senate
NO NO Maybe, depends on individual circumstances Maybe, depends on individual circumstances NO YES Every immigrant needs to meet character checks

and the ability to assimilate and not be a long term
burden on society. I care not what religion or other
belief system they have.

on it’s on…NO! YES YES 1297

Independent Tony R. MOORE QLD Senate
NO, my policy [Religious freedom - Australia’s
Constitution, Secularity and Sovereignty] below,
reveals that our secular constitution is what
provides us individual freedoms to engage in
religion or not.

As such: to oppose opt-in programs such as the
chaplaincy programs; or impose other non-
academic programs (with no opt-out); or to
operate a curriculum program without expressly
given fully-informed parental consent, all operate
or function in opposition to the 'freedom of the
individual’, 'the rule of law’, and 'the sovereignty
of the people’, as espoused in the constitution and
formed in its intention.

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM - AUSTRALIA’S
CONSTITUTION, SECULARITY AND SOVEREIGNTY

Religious freedoms are the bedrock of the
Constitution, and their protection intentionally
fortified by the Constitution’s secularity. Australia’s
constitution is sovereign, and as such, all
opposition to its ideals must be exposed and
neutralised swiftly.

NO, Freedoms, whether religious or not, are
fortified and protected by the secular nature of our
constitution (as designed this way to
fundamentally protect an individual freedom from
multicultural monopolies).

As a side note, the Constitution also prevents the
religious nature of Atheism and secularism from
dictating or forcing their will onto the people.
Often Atheists act by the same means as religion
or groups of people who believe, share and
progress their shared ideologies towards
domination or forced onto others.  That is not
freedom, regardless of the level of multi cultures in
existence in Australia.  Australia’s values are solely
exhibited in the constitution and freedom of the
individual is one of the most important.

NO. and your question is leading and falsely
asserts something that does not exist in law - one
person does not have the lawful right to take
another person’s life.

My policy [Equality, Equity and Justice] below,
demonstrates that equality is only possible when
laws legislate for life and are individual.  I oppose
abortion, except in the life of the mother, as
abortion does not align to the rule of law - that
every individual must be subjected to the same
laws (and limitations) as every other individual -
and as such a mother has any greater right over
another’s life, than that life has over the mother.

EQUALITY, EQUITY AND JUSTICE

Equality is possible only when laws legislate for
life: are individual; need-based; and are blind to
attributes, affiliations, identifications or special
interest group(s). Equality, equity and Justice are
not the same things.

NO, absolutely not, for the similar reasons as
above, that laws - in a civil society - must legislate
for life, and that includes protecting life until a
natural death, even from one’s self.

To make laws to allow people to terminate their
lives, is to misuse the intention of legislation to
support a special interest group.  Laws are
required to protect life, fundamental human
rights, liberty and property.

If a person so desperately wants to take their own
life, then they are still free to do so, or are at
liberty to take matters into their own hands and
suffer the consequences.

Furthermore, in legislating for death, we as a
progressive society, actually send the strong and
clear message to our young people, the unwell, or
our suffering humanity that if life gets tough just
kill your self, as it’s the easy way out.

The current increasing suicide rates are directly
influenced by this warped ideology and
irresponsible falsely asserted righteousness.

There is no dignity in killing yourself and leaving
your loved ones to deal with and clean up the
mess.

I’ve watched many people die, some in great pain,
and great pain I have experienced my self, but
humanity must exist and endure to protect life in
every situation and circumstance, as that is what is
required for the survival of our species.

NO and I will publicly expose and oppose all efforts
to remove this important foundational recognition
of this great country.

Just as we acknowledge those indigenous people
past and present and honour their place in
Australia’s history, we too must continue to
honour the framers of our constitution and their
intention in declaring this nation, Australia, a
secular nation, gifted it’s secularity under God.

The Lord’s prayer declares this every time
parliament sits, and reminds us that the secularity
of our constitution is only possible because of
godly men and women, who acted to respect the
atheist’s freedoms as much as their own.

That is food for thought right there, and I suggest
you suck on that a while before you digest it.  For if
the tables were turned the Atheist would remove
everyone’s freedoms to assert their own and that
is un-Australian.

YES - see my religious freedom policy YES - of course as that would be equal access.

However, my policy on [Suffering humanity,
Refugees and our global responsibility (Foreign
affairs), and Border Protection), clearly adds to this
that there is only one entry point to Australia, and
that any refugees seeking Australia’s asylum and to
resettle here, must be compatible to Australian
values and that means the values of religious
freedom espoused in the Constitution which exists
to protect everyone’s freedom.

As such I would screen out any extreme atheist as
much as any extreme religion, as neither are
compatible with Australia’s values of freedom for
everyone.

SUFFERING HUMANITY, REFUGEES AND OUR
GLOBAL RESPONSIBILITY (FOREIGN AFFAIRS)

It is our global responsibility to humanity (our
neighbours), to provide protection and support for
suffering humanity that meets an individual’s
basic-needs and transitions them quickly towards
relief, return or compatible resettlement.

BORDER PROTECTION

Sovereign borders support a safe Australia and
retain our liberty, freedoms, values, ideologies and
common citizenry, by way of lawful entry.

OTHER: This is a stupid question, and you are
confusing two separate issues, or more to the
point, you are forcing two unrelated issues
together to assert that which may be true in rare
cases but which is untrue in general.

OTHER: Hummm, “cults”. You expose your bias too
easily and it insults your own intelligence.

I’ll rephrase the question for you: Am I in favour of
removing religious institutions tax concessions
from organisations that are identified as a religion?

NO - whether you like it or not, the government
rely on non-government organisation, churches,
people of faith, and charities to do the
government’s work.   Work that the government
does not have the budget to pay for.

First, removing the tax concessions, will trigger
massive income tax increases, likely 20-25%
increases to cover the government paying to
outsource this work.

Second, the majority of the donations that
churches and charities receive are sourced from
individuals that have already paid income tax on
the money that they give.  So technically, to
remove the charity tax concession would be to
double tax these organisations.

OTHER: If any organisation, regardless of being
religiously affiliated or not, were negligent and
children were abused under their care, they must
be held accountable.  However, the State are
responsible for placing those children there, and
the State are responsible for the safety of child
that they place.  As such the state are the one’s
financially responsible and the individual operators
of the institutions are criminally responsible.
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Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Independent Marshal ANDERSON QLD Senate
Yes funding should be cut Yes but there should be manners and respect

taught in schools and not just a person's rights but
responsibilities of a citizen in a civilised nation to
empathy-compassion, community, truth, fairness,
team work, common good etc.

YES Definitely Yes Yes no prayers at all unless in private Yes absolutely to much political correctness Yes, as we all know Turnbull stopped atheists and
Christians coming from Syria in place of the
Muslim people (who are less persecuted in Syria
for their beliefs) but who will want to change
things to suit them as a noisy minority.

YES Absolutely yes Again absolutely yes as we should all pay out share
of tax.

In response to your questions I just want to open with this statement:

Religious beliefs and Religion have caused more world wars than any other beliefs.
I was born in Mount Isa and educated at a Catholic School.
Some of those men (so called Christian people) were some of the cruelest people on this Earth.
But in saying that there were some good people there as well.
In saying that I absolutely support a full and total
overhaul of Child Protection in this country and I will be looking to either introduce a PMB and I will
support amendments to the  current legislation.
I believe that religion has no place in public office and should only be practiced in churches or in a
private sanctuary.
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Independent Ian EUGARDE QLD Senate
Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I’m swinging
a little on this matter, as I don’t have the pros and
cons on the issue.   I can see a place for it, with it
allowing someone for students to talk to; however
only catering for one denomination is a bit skewed.
I am against any form of religious recruitment, or
religious bias in schools.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  As a student
of history, philosophy and religion, I see benefits in
such a curriculum.  But, I also see providing an
opening for other ideas on worldviews to be
introduced e.g. the Safe School Program.  Is it
better for schools to stick to subjects that do not
relate to matters other than worldviews, and focus
on those that allow them the best opportunities to
acquire skills for their working lives.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Depending
on whether it for selfless or selfish reasons.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  If given the
choice, people should be allowed to die with
dignity.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: So long as
you give others the same right, do not force your
beliefs on others, nor intentionally go out to
offend.

OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I’m not a big
believer in removing people from their own society
or culture, to implant them into a different one.
As a student of history, we made the same mistake
apparently with the stolen generation.  Are we
going to have to apologise again, 150 years from
now, for what we perceive as good intentions
today.

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  what do you
want put in its place, in order to be eligible to be a
basic religious charity?

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Otherwise
all Jedi knights could claim it.

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Case by
case.

1302

Independent Michael KAFF QLD Senate
I’ll have to get back to you next week. I’m travelling over the next 4 days.

Thank you for your message.
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Independent Belinda MARRIAGE QLD Senate
NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: As a child, I
accessed my school Chaplain during some harder
periods as a teenager.  The school Chaplain was
someone that I was able to access without the
stigma  and negative peer pressure that was
associated with visiting the guidance councellor.
Our Chaplain never preached any religion to
myself or other students that I was aware of.
Without his help and listening ear - I am not sure I
would be the person I am today.   I see great value
in this role as a support person for students - not in
a religious way

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Yes I also
support making adoption easier - so that should a
woman wish to choose to consider adoption this is
an easier process.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I have
nursed many Terminally Ill Patients - it is a human
right to have a good painless death when a person
is terminally ill.  I strongly support this with the
strict safeguards.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I do not see
the need for prayers at the start of parliament.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: However as
long as this is not hate speech and actions are
within Australian laws.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  I believe
accessing UNHCR registration should be based on
need not based on a persons beliefs and that the
'system' needs to take into consideration that
there are people being denied accessed to UNHCR
registration and make concessions accordingly.

YES YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  AND a
system put in place including mandatory jail time
for all offenders.

1310

The Arts Party Charles
Andrew
Laurence

SANDERS SA Senate
OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
It’s my belief, and the belief of the Arts Party, that
non-academic guidance for young people is an
integral part of the school system. However, this
guidance need not be spiritual or religious. It’s our
belief that a mixed program of guidance
councillors - potentially including Social Workers,
Artists in Residence and yes Chaplains of various
religious backgrounds - would be a more beneficial
system. Under a system such as this schools could
have a set pool of funding and could employ the
guidance that is most relevant to their students.
Certain schools may also be able to share
resources between each other - allowing their
students access to religious, non religious and
artistic guidance, for instance.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Freedom of religion or non-religion is absolutely
central to our constitution as a nation. A broad
education in the various belief and philosophical
systems of humanity is integral to young people
being able to make that choice informedly for
themselves. Any system which privileges the
teaching of one religion over another does not
abide by that basic right of Australians.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Vehemently.

YES YES YES YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
 I believe that a religious institution should only
have charitable status if it provides benefits for the
community more broadly than its own
congregation.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
The safeguards for such a chance would have to be
rigorously defined, to prohibit legitimately
charitable small or emerging religious groups being
disenfranchised, but in essence I would support
the proposal.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Assuming that the failure can be proven to be
endemic, systemic or negligent I would absolutely
support such a proposal.

1321

Australian
Progressives

Sasha PAZESKI-
NIKOLOSKI

SA Senate
YES YES YES

For a more comprehensive response, my answers
to various questions can be found here:
http://www.prolifeadelaide.org/candidate-
comments.html

YES YES Other.

Freedom of belief, yes. Freedom of expression is a
somewhat ambiguous phrase. As long as your
freedom of expression isn't inciting violence or
propagating hate, then yes, in certain situations.
Sorry for the ambiguous answer but it's a complex
issue with many caveats.

No.

A person's belief or non-belief shouldn't be
factored in. Persecution of many groups exists;
whether it's someone's race, religion, non-religion,
sexual preference, gender, political views, or
numerous other reasons requiring them to escape
their home and seek refuge in another country.
Prioritising humanitarian aid and refugee intake
based on specific groups or beliefs denies
countless others just as desperate.

Other.

I have no problem with charitable arms of
churches having tax-free status. I object to that
status extending to "advancement of religion".

Other.

See previous answer.

YES 1332

VOTEFLUX.OR
G | Upgrade
Democracy!

Adam
Anthony

BIRD SA Senate
Thanks for reaching out.
I would love to respond to the below but it would not make a difference.
 The way I vote is based on our the VOTEFLUX community instructs me to vote.
I am merely a conduit for the people of Australia to have their say directly within the Senate.
 So in theory I would basically ask you to tell me how you would vote on the below and I would vote
accordingly, but multiplied out by the number of registered Flux users. Its a form of Direct Democracy
if you will.
 I implore you to check out the short video on our website – https://voteflux.org to see a better
explanation.
 If you have any questions about the system or how this would help you and your colleagues feel free
to contact me.
 Thank you again.
 Kind regards,
Adam Bird
Senate Candidate for South Australia
VoteFlux | Upgrade Democracy!
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VOTEFLUX.OR
G | Upgrade
Democracy!

Jeff BAKER SA Senate
Many thanks for making contact.
I am happy to answer ALL your questions, with just one answer.
 Voteflux is different to every other party.
I hereby agree to vote in the SENATE per your vote (51% decides), on EACH and EVERY issue as they
come before the SENATE.
So voting for VOTEFLUX is voting for YOURSELF to have a say on each bill.
I call it "21st Century politics powered by Technology".
If you would like to know more, please go to youtube & search VOTEFLUX.
This is a new way to bring about TRUE democracy.
Regards
Jeff

1347

Christian
Democratic
Party (Fred
Nile Group)

Joseph
Kelton

STEPHEN SA Senate
NO. While the cost of chaplaincy may cost, the cost
to society of lawlessness, drug abuse, alcohol
abuse, sexual diseases, tobacco abuse etc is far far
higher. Our moral law was founded upon Judeo-
Christian values and just by not believing in them
doesn’t negate their worth. You are still required
to stop at a red traffic light whether you believe in
it or not. Our law came from the God of the Bible
and adhering to this law gives society stability and
security. See my attached poem for clarification.

No. All people are free to believe what they like
but not all belief systems are equal. Islam for
instance drastically oppresses women, true
Christianity exalts them. If all belief systems were
equal, we would not have thousands of muslims
seeking shelter in a nation founded upon Judeo-
Christian values.

NO

Do I believe in a woman’s choice to murder her
own children? Absolutely no and neither should
you.

No. palliative care is already sufficient. No. If you end the prayers, you effectively cut off
the branch you are sitting on. As I said, just
because one doesn’t believe in red traffic lights,
they save lives every day.

Yes. We should give priority to those who would be
willing to be law abiding and value respecting
citizens.

No. Charities came about as a result of Christianity.
They are inseparable.

While I am not in favour of protecting cults, the
word is bandied around too easily and applied to
widely and thus is a dangerous law to repeal lest it
be applied inappropriately to the wrong group.

YES 1349

Australian
Liberty Alliance

Wanda
Lee

MARSH SA Senate
OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:equally sould
be across the board for all Australians. If Islam is
allowed to teach the quran in our schools then by
all means so should all other religions have equal
teaching time of their beliefs...otherwise remove
all religion from schools.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I believe in
democracy and freedom of speech.....however
equallity and the removal of religion from state
would be a great start....education at
school....religion in the church.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: however I do
believe that abortion should not be performed
after the second trimester unless there are
execptional circumstances

OTHER

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:This is a very
personal issue and I will have to decline on my
sharing my personal views

NO

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Australia
established its first parliament in 1901. Our
parliament is based on ideals and practices from
centuries past. So to me it is a mere formality for a
long standing and very effective democracy that
has keep Australia true.

YES YES YES YES YES 1360

Independent Dave SADDLER SA Senate
YES

School Councilors better

YES

Did Philosophy at Uni it should be taught in schools

YES YES

Although under most circumstances I probably
wouldn't choose it for myself.

YES

Although apart from the overly "God-ie" bits The
Lord's Prayer is a good one (although prayer itself
is pointless)

YES YES

But all persecuted should get priority it shouldn't
be based on belief or non-belief

YES YES

But not sure there is a difference between cult and
religion. Criteria should be charitable good works

YES 1374

Nick Xenophon
Team

Nicky COHEN TAS Senate
YES

I believe these funds should be directed towards
professional counselling services for young
people, conducted under the auspices of specialist
child psychologists and educators.

YES YES ABSOLUTELY! YES

I don’t think any prayer has a public place in the
parliament, Christian or otherwise. If
someone wants to prey for guidance, or whatever,
they can do so themselves. Like grace
before or after meals, this should be a private
thing

OTHER:

The heading to this question is not broad enough
to cover the actual question itself. I don’t
believe there should be absolute freedom of
expression where it would incite violence, hatred
or bigotry. Whilst we may all have the right to BE
bigots, it does not necessarily follow that
we have the right to spread our bigotry, like some
insidious disease under the guise of
“freedom of speech”. There is no absolute
“freedom of speech” provided for in our
constitution, and I believe that’s a good thing.

NO

This is discriminatory. I don’t believe atheists
should be given priority. There are religions
whose tenets we may consider quite daft, but at
their root may lie a basic sense of morality
and virtue. There are many atheists who possess
neither, and whilst their atheism may not be
responsible for that, it doesn’t accord them a right
to be given priority.

YES

I am appalled that any institution that purports to
“advance religion” should have tax free
status. At the very least, they should first be
required to spend a (very) significant proportion
of their revenue on charitable causes, carefully
defined to exclude, among other things, the
construction of edifices to aggrandise their stature.

YES

Do you mean “from religions that are identified as
cults”. There is a difference beyond mere
semantics. Religious institutions should be
required to pay tax, but I believe that funds spent
on genuinely charitable purposes should be tax
deductible..
There are many church related bodies (eg The
Salvation Army) that do wonderful work, and
the costs they incur in providing their services
should certainly be deductible from profits.
But if you take the Catholic Church, for example –
a body which has tens of millions of
dollars invested, the profits from such investments
should be taxed like anything else. From
these profits they should be permitted to deduct
the cost of providing genuine and carefully
prescribed charitable services

YES
Can anyone really answer “NO” to this question?

As senate candidates we receive many requests to respond to surveys, sign pledges, attend forums
and so on. I have to ignore many of them because I simply don't have the time to respond, or because
they call for a very nuanced response which might leave itself open to misinterpretation. Some of
these requests are posed by journalists who are trying to find something to fill what they believe is an
insatiable desire for drivel.
I found your questionnaire far more interesting than many, because I am an atheist and have no
qualms whatsoever revealing this. So I have answered your survey to the best of my ability, and it is
attached to this email. Please note that these are my personal views. I have not canvassed these views
with other NXT candidates, let alone with Nick Xenophon himself. For all I know he may disagree with
everything I have said. I really have no idea. To the best of my knowledge, we have no formal policy on
many of the issues raised in this survey. If you really wanted to do so, you could check on whether his
views have ever been espoused in any of the many speeches he has made in parliament and in public.
The views I have expressed in this survey are those which, were I ever to be elected to the senate, I
would argue vehemently to be included in our policy, assuming such policy was ever called for. I may
or may not be successful, but it wouldn't be for want of trying.
Kind regards,
Nicholas Cohen
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Australian Sex
Party

Francesc
a

COLLINS TAS Senate
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Please see
our policy at
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/191-national-
school-chaplaincy-programme

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Please see
our policy at
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/193-special-
religious-instruction

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Please see
our policy at
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/192-abortion-
laws

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Please see
our policy at http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/3-
dying-with-dignity

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Given
Australia is a secular nation, I don’t think it’s
appropriate to have any prayer of any kind at the
opening of parliament each day.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I am in
favour of freedom of belief and freedom of
expression to the extent that it doesn’t allow for
vilification and hate speech/crime. Blasphemy and
apostasy are meaningless outside a religious
context.

SORT OF . . .

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I am in
favour of offering aid and visa priority to any
person who is persecuted for their beliefs or for
other attributes that are protected under
Australian anti-discrimination law. I do not
privilege holders of one set of beliefs over holders
of other sets of belief. Aid should be offered on the
basis of need, alone.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Please see
our policy at
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/187-end-
religious-tax-exemption

I don’t accept the premise of the question.

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The term
‘cult’ has no legal meaning in Australia. Either a
group is a recognised religious organisation or it is
not.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Fiona Patten
MLC, leader of the Australian Sex Party, was one of
the first politicians to call for an inquiry into
institutionalised child abuse.

1400

Derryn Hinch's
Justice Party

Daniel BAKER TAS Senate
yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: a
mentoring/student welfare program would be
inordinately more sensible for the same funding

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: truly
international citizens should understand the
context of belief systems.

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: there need
to be various support and safeguard mechanisms
put in place though. As an example, gestation
period is important and so is the frequency of a
woman presenting for termination - this would be
a pointer for alternative management strategies
such as education and the like

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:this is the
position of Derryn Hinch's Justice Party. We're not
wheeling granny down to the glue factory, it is
absolutely imperative there are safeguards in place

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: we are a
multicultural and multi-belief society

yes yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I am not in
favour of offering priority to anyone - refugees
should access aid and asylum as required.
However, I am certainly not in favour of those in
need being prevented from accessing assistance
based on their religious belief or lack thereof

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: no need to
comment

yes yes Please find my responses below. These are my personal views, not those of Derryn Hinch's Justice
Party - we have a very specific policy platform for this election.

I am happy to be contacted on this email or mobile 0409320068 for further clarification.

Regards,

Daniel Baker

1405

Liberal
Democrats

Ian ALSTON TAS Senate
Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The state
has no place in advancing any religion.
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: At most this
should comprise a component of history as a
general subject. The state should not be advancing
any specific definition of ethics or morality through
the education system.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: As a matter
of individual liberty and simple consequentialism,
this choice is self-evident. Any prohibition of
abortion, will simply lead to the activity moving
outside of a legal framework.

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  As per
abortion.
http://ldp.org.au/policy/assisted-suicide/

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The Liberal
Democrats believe the holding of parliamentary
prayers should be subject to majority approval by
members, in each term of parliament.
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

No

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Humanitarian assistance should not be provided
on the basis of creed or colour.
http://ldp.org.au/policy/immigration/

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
http://ldp.org.au/policy/religious-freedom/

Other

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: This is a
matter for the justice system. The separation of
powers must be treated as inviolable.  Should the
courts see sufficient cause to allocate damages to
the victims of abuse by those organisations, their
judgment should be respected.
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The Arts Party Scott O'HARA TAS Senate
YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I would rather see every school provided with
access to a suitably qualified school counsellor.
Society at large would receive a return on that
investment worth many more times the cost of
that.

YES YES OTHER:

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I agree that the current system sees human beings
dying in ways that are less humane than the way
we deal with terminally ill pets.  This has to
change.  I struggle to concieve, however, of a
system of safeguards that would prevent abuse of
voluntary euthanasia.  As such I would need to see
the wording of a bill before determining if I could
support it, but I do support the principle.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
As our constitution does not define our
Government as a Christian one, this is an irrelevant
anachronism.  People of all faiths in the parliament
should have an opportunity to pray - or not.

YES YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
I beleive these people suffer the same persecution
and are genuine refugees in the same way as
religious refugees registered with UNHCR

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Promotion of your own core activity is not
charitable.  This is why 'advancing the Arts' is not a
criteria for charitable status.  the 'advancing
religions' status shoudl be removed, or the same
logic opened up to a vareity of non-religious
activities that can be shown to benefit society -
such as 'advancing the Arts'

YES YES 1427

Animal Justice
Party

Bruce POON VIC Senate
YES YES YES

This is my position. The Animal Justice Party allows
a conscience vote on many issues, which do not
pertain to animals.

YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 1438



Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Health
Australia Party

Isaac GOLDEN VIC Senate
I see your letter is being sent to all Sates.  I am referring to our Media spokesperson for a reply,  which
will cover all States

best wishes

Isaac

1463

VOTEFLUX.OR
G | Upgrade
Democracy!

Danielle LEHRER VIC Senate
Flux isn't a party like most others. We don't have any policies outside of parliamentary reform and
thus have no direct policies or promises in a bid to win votes. The purpose of Flux is to introduce
better decision making systems into Parliament and what we do offer is the use an internal voting
system available to all Australian voters, that you and your community can use to vote live on issues
before parliament.

Flux is a platform to connect people and communities to the real political power. We use a system
called Issue Based Direct Democracy which lets Australians self-organise around the issues they feel
most passionately about. Voters can have more of a say in some issues by giving up the ability to have
a say in others. To understand this better, please watch our video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i7MCxADcrwE

Flux is in early stages right now, but if we're successful in the upcoming election we'll be in a position
to empower communities like yours to have more of a say on the things that matter to you.

Please let me know if you'd like more information.

1467

VOTEFLUX.OR
G | Upgrade
Democracy!

Stuart
James

MILNE VIC Senate
Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Religion has no place in schools

yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
Religion should be taught as a history or social
science.

YES YES no

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:
There is no place for religion in government

YES YES YES YES YES I'm happy to answer by own personal responses, however please be aware that Flux is a direct
democracy movement, which means on all senate decisions I will be voting as instructed by the Flux
app users. This means Flux senators will not be representing but giving direct access to Australian
voters on every senate decision.
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Secular Party
of Australia

Alice CARR VIC Senate
YES YES

Religious indoctrination is inappropriate in our
schools.  Comparative religious studies is
acceptable.

YES YES YES

I would prefer to see a moment of silence for
personal reflection.

YES YES

The most vulnerable need to be prioritised.

YES YES YES 1482

Marriage
Equality

Jacquelin
e

TOMLINS VIC Senate
Yes

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I have been
very active in the area of Special Religious
Instruction and Chaplaincy. I ran a campaign at my
kids’ primary school to remove SRI and then wrote
a blog outlining how to do it which  was used by
parents at other schools.  I’ve spoken against SRI
and Chaplaincy in the media, and have worked
closely with Fairness in Religion in Schools.

YES YES YES YES Yes, though currently ‘religious freedom’ is being
used to justify the expression of a range of
prejudices.

Yes to providing aid and a visa for those suffering
persecution, but would need to know more before
I ‘prioritised’ them over others.

YES YES YES 1490

Australian
Progressives

Josh GILMORE VIC Senate
YES

I would however like to see a continuance of
providing some kind of non-religious counseling
support for students.

YES

I (although an atheist myself) attended Christian
schools throughout my childhood education. The
most valuable part of my religious education was
the VCE subject 'Religion in Society' it was a
compulsory first unit at my school. It covered every
major religion, I did an assignment on
Confucianism as I recall; it was a real eye opener
and has helped me a great deal over the years.
Understanding breaks down the first wall of
prejudice.

YES

I was very happy when I heard about the changes
to the safe access laws in Victoria. Now women
can access clinics such as the West Melbourne
clinic without being harassed.

YES

My partner is a nurse and somewhat an expert in
dementia care. I have heard so many stories of
elderly patients being kept alive at the request of
families. Fed via naso-gastric tubes because they
can no longer feed themselves. Kept alive in
suffering only because the family is not willing to
say goodbye yet.

People should be able to die with dignity. So long
as there are strict controls and protocols around
requests I believe most people would be
supportive of this change. I actually spoke with a
candidate from the Australian Voluntary
Euthenasia party and we agreed on this subject
fully.

YES

I don't understand why in a secular government
such a thing exists.

YES

The state should not be able to discriminate on
basis of religion or lack thereof.

OTHER

As with my answer to the previous question, I
don't believe the state should be casting
judgement on religious standing. That said I was
previously unaware that one could be prevented
from accessing UNHCR registration based on one's
beliefs. Considering this I would have to consider
the options available in terms of diplomatic
solutions. Accepting non-religious persons as a
priority seems like the intuitive response however
the blocking of registration often extends to those
of religions other than the state religion of that
country.

YES

Advancement of religion doesn't seem to me
personally to be a noble cause in itself. I would not
however advocate removing all tax exemptions for
religious organisations. There are many valuable
community services delivered by religious groups.
Sunday mass I would actually include in that as
newcomers are always welcomed and given access
to a great deal of community support. I am
however not saying that investment arms, and
insurance trusts of religious groups should be able
to operate in a tax free environment. Those such
functions should be treated as separate business
from charitable cause and have the appropriate
taxation treatment applied accordingly.

YES

Any religious group that is deemed objectively not
to deliver a charitable good to society should not
receive tax exempt status.

YES

Any person who was victim of abuse under the
care of any organisation should be entitled to
compensation payable by that organisation. This
includes the state if under state care, or the church
if under the care of the church.

My answers are below. Please note that the Australian Progressives do not hold official policy
positions on every one of these points. These answers reflect my personal thoughts made using the
values I share with the Progressives (Ethics, Equality, Empathy, Evidence, Empowerment,
Engagement).
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Australian Sex
Party

Meredit
h

DOIG VIC Senate
YES

The Australian Sex Party policy is to replace school
chaplains with qualified counsellors - see here.
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/191-national-
school-chaplaincy-programme

The NSCP is overtly discriminatory and has no
place in a genuinely secular education system. It
was originally devised as a tool in the
Conservatives as part of their "culture wars"
arsenal to insinuate a religious mindset into school
students, and was then shamefully supported and
extended by the Gillard Labor Government in a
futile attempt to shore up the religious vote.

Schools need funding for pastoral care, but this
funding should not discriminate between religious
and non-religious support. The $60 million per
annum should be available to qualified counsellors
and targetted to schools of highest need.

YES

Australian Sex Party policy is to abolish provisions
for Special Religious Instruction in schools and
implement a national comparative religion and
ethics curriculum - see here.
 http://voteasxp.org.au/asxp-policies/abolish-
special-religious-instruction

The Australian National Curriculum is now
mandatory for all school systems: government,
Catholic and Independent. It mandates curriculum
that addresses, inter alia, the general capabilities
of Intercultural Understanding, Ethical
Understanding and Critical and Creative Thinking.

The Victorian Government has translated these
requirements into a curriculum that will acquaint
students with six major worldviews - five religions
and secular humanism and rationalism. We believe
this approach should be adopted in other states
and territories.

YES

The Australian Sex Party policy is to protect access
to safe, legal abortion for all Australian women -
see here.
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/192-abortion-
laws

ASXP party leader Fiona Patten demonstrated our
party's strong commitment to this goal by
proposing a private member's bill to establish Safe
Access Zones around Victoria's abortion clinics.
This bill gained almost unanimous support across
party lines in the Victorian parliament and has now
been implemented.

Laws protecting access to safe, legal abortion must
be consistent across Australia.

YES

The ASXP has been a strong advocate for laws that
enable voluntary asssisted dying since its
inception.

Party leader Fiona Patten was instrumental in
establishing the Victorian parliament's End of Life
Choices Inquiry, which has now delivered its report
after nearly a year of intensive research and
consultation. That report recommends not only
greatly improved palliative care services but also
the introduction of laws that would allow
voluntary assisted dying. The parliament has six
months in which to respond to the
recommendations in the report. The ASXP will
continue to push for formal law reform in Victoria,
as per the Inquiry's recommendations.

If elected to the Senate, the ASXP will push for
national law reform in favour of voluntary assisted
dying as a matter of priority - see here.
http://voteasxp.org.au/asxp-policies/dying-with-
dignity

NO

The ASXP supports replacing the Christian Lord's
Prayer with a range of religious and non-religious
reflections to be recited before the convening of
any parliament, State or Federal, or any local
government meeting.

When the Rationalist Society of Australia drafted
an "Alternative to Prayers before Parliament", the
ASXP had it professionally printed and distributed
to all members of the Victorian Parliament with a
recommendation it be adopted.
https://www.rationalist.com.au/an-alternative-to-
prayers-before-parliament-2/

YES

As a civil liberties party, the ASXP is committed to
strong fundamental freedoms for Australian
citizens. Freedom of belief is absolute and no
government has the right, nor should it attempt, to
impose a particular set of beliefs on its citizens.
Freedom of expression, however, is not absolute.
There are limits to what may be expressed in the
public sphere, in the interests of civility and
protection of the vulnerable. We support the right
of citizens to criticise belief systems, as long as that
criticism does not cross the line into calls for
hatred or violence.

It is ASXP policy to establish Federal laws to
protect individuals from vilification and
harassment on the basis of sexual orientation - see
here http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/186-
protection-from-vilification . Further, it is ASXP
policy to remove the current exemptions provided
religious organisations from national anti-
discrimination law.

The ASXP is committed to the right of every person
to choose the nature of their belief system,
without fear of reprisal. Thus, we would call for the
full application of the law to protect any person in
Australia who wishes to leave the religion of their
family background.

YES

There are some categories of asylum seekers who
are currently not recognised under Australian
Federal policy as priority cases. IN particular, LGBTI
asylum seekers routinely face humiliating and
undue scrutiny and can be sent to regions where
same-sex activity is illegal, thus facing potential
threats to their safety. It is ASXP policy that
Australia should have a humane, efficient and
socially beneficial system for responding to asylum
seekers - see here. At this stage the AXSP has no
separate policy addressing atheist or apostate
refugees but, as with LGBTI asylum seekers, given
the Party's strong commitment to secular
government, if a refugee is facing possible risk to
their life, we would advocate on their behalf.
http://www.sexparty.org.au/policy/185-lgbtiq-
asylum-seekers

YES

The ASXP has been at the forefront of calling for
religions to pay their fair share of tax - see here.
 http://voteasxp.org.au/asxp-policies/end-
religious-tax-exemption

Religion has been defined by the High Court of
Australia to be advancing belief in the supernatural
and canons of conduct to give effect to that belief.
The ASXP does not believe this is appropriate in
the 21st century and therefore "advancing
religion" should be removed entirely from the list
of purposes that attract charitable status.

YES

Over the years, Australian courts have erred on the
side of caution in carving out from the definition of
"religion" those organisations that would ordinarily
be judged by the general public to be cults, or to
exhibit cult-like behaviour. This has resulted in
some overtly commercial organisations being
subsidised by Australian taxpayers as if they were
religions. It has also made it possible for actual
cults (a religious or social group with socially
deviant or novel beliefs and practice - see here
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cult ) to apply for
tax exemptions of the basis of "advancing
religion". The ASXP would work to identify such
organisations, expose them as cults and remove
any tax benefits they may enjoy at the expense of
the Australian taxpayer.

YES

The ASXP was the first political party to call for a
Royal Commission into Child Abuse by religious
organisations. Compensation is due to the victims
of abuse, and that compensation is the clear
responsibility of the institutions that perpetrated
or covered up the abuse. Wherever necessary,
religious organisations should be forced to adopt a
legal structure that enables them to be sued for
the actions of their functionaries.

The Australian Sex Party is a civil liberties party, strongly committed to genuinely secular government
and the winding back of religious privilege in Australian public policy.
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Australian Sex
Party

Amy MULCAHY VIC Senate
YES

The chaplaincy program should be replaced by a
program that provides qualified non-
denominational counsellors for children.

YES

Remove all religious instruction from public
schools

YES

Every woman has the right to safe and legal health
care and family planning free of judgement.

YES YES

Our government should be completely secular

YES NO

I don't believe that anyone under persecution for
their beliefs should have precedence.

Not sure. YES

Tax concessions should be removed from all non-
charitable religious businesses and land ownership

YES 1533

Independent Meredit
h

URIE VIC Senate
Yes. But may need to consider an alternative …
e.g. Welfare officers

YES YES YES Yes. It would be good to find an alternative … to
set the highest and clearest moral intention

I don’t support absolute free speech… I would be
happy to have dialogues about this

I see some dangers with treating people differently
according to their religious association or
otherwise .. I would need to learn more about
what you are proposing

Yes. Advancing cultural and social values could be
an alternative

 Identifying a cult, maybe problematic. I would like
to have conversations about the possibility of
taxing religious institutions.

On first glance, yes. But conditions and parameters
would need to be clearly considered and defined

1546

The Nationals Nick FARDELL WA Senate
I am yet to be convinced Has some merit yes, I cannot stand the thought that a women

should carry a child after being raped. Very
complex issue but happy to discuss after the
election

yes, we need a discussion that offers some dignity
to the elderly.

opinin - there are larger issue about I worry that freedom of expression allows people
to proclaim hurt for others and don't agree with
that.

undecided undecided needs to be looked at very strongly needs to be looked at strongly 1566

Animal Justice
Party

Katrina LOVE WA Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES, GODDAMMIT! YES YES YES YES 1581

Mature
Australia

Stuart DONALD WA Senate
YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES YES 1583

Australian
Cyclists Party

Christop
her John

HOWARD WA Senate
NO.

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:The
separation of Church and State is a fundamental
principal. Whilst I can respect some values and
ideals of religious traditions, I firmly believe the
welfare of Australian PUBLIC school students
would be better met through counselling and
support services. This is informed by  my
professional background as a psychologist.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: In the
PUBLIC school system, this should be implied. Even
progressive religious affiliated private schools
provide opportunities to compare and contrast
cultural and religious idealogies.

YES, YES and YES.

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Why this is
even in the hands of politicians is beyond me. It is
purely an individual's choice.  Government policy
should not interfere with an already difficult and
complex decision.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS:  Under strict
ethical guidelines, yes.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I respect
traditions and people's desire for inclusion of
prayer, but personally I prefer a clear separation of
church and state.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: The
foundations of democracy.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: I have
previously worked as a therapist for refugees who
have been tortured or traumatised in other
countries. Australian government policy should not
compound or add to their suffering in any way.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: My limited
understanding is that some groups cynically exploit
this policy.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: It is a
complex process to legally label a group as a cult
despite the evidence, but yes.

YES

Please feel free to make COMMENTS: Like any
institution or organisation, yes.

Thank you for the opportunity to present my views and values on the Progressive Atheists survey.

To give you full disclosure. I was raised a Catholic but now consider myself an agnostic humanist. I
appreciate some of the values that that tradition instilled in me, particularly  the value of social justice
and grassroots social action.  My children attend a private Anglican school for its quality of education
and offering an initial values base for which they can freely challenge and question.  I am a clinical
psychologist by trade. I  try to make my community a bit better for my existence through  youth
coaching and mentoring, forming a social club, and  advocating for community facilities that enable
active, engaged, healthy community members.

Please see my replies as attached

yours truly

Dr. Chris Howard (D.Psych)
W.A. Senate candidate for the Australian Cyclists Party.
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Independent Kai JONES WA Senate
Thank you for requesting my comment on these very important topics.

I run my campaign with my own resources, time and money. I receive numerous requests for detailed
comment and I'm responding to each request as comprehensively as possible. I still work my day job
hence my reply on the weekend.

In the interest of transparency I have published my response on my website:
http://kaijones.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/KaiJones_ProgressiveAtheists.pdf

Any questions or comments, please let me know, happy to discuss.

Sincerely
Kai Jones
Your Independent Senate Candidate for WA
"For positive difference and positive change"
 www.facebook.com/kaiforparliament
www.kaijones.info
ask@kaijones.info

1623

Independent Julie MATHESON WA Senate
Thank you for your survey.
 I am running as an Independent for Western Australia in the Senate.  I indeed would like to have more
time to research the issues you have listed.   They are of interest to me.
 What I can say is this:
 Electing Independents to the Senate make a significant difference to Australia’s legislation and policy.
Your organisation may be interested to learn that Western Australia has not had the INDEPENDENT
advantage in the Senate for 40 years!
 The last time was in 1974 when Syd Negus, a builder and carpenter, gave us the INDEPENDENT
advantage and abolished Death Taxes.
 The Senate was created as a house of review to represent each state of Australia.  Since 1955 each
government has negotiated to gain the support of one or more independent or minor party senator to
pass bills through the Senate.
 If the Senate is controlled by the opposition party, negotiations for each state would be diminished
and the Senate would be in danger of becoming adversarial and obstructionist which characterises the
lower house.
 Since 1955, it has been proven that independents and minor parties often reflect a broader public
interest with much of the lobbying to influence the government undertaken in private with ministers,
ref. Campbell Sharman, The Representation of Small Parties and Independents.
 Independent senators have an "advantage" to negotiate lots of positive outcomes:
 1.       Abolished death taxes - Independent for Western Australia
2.       Secured $1billion in funding for the Murray River - Independent for South Australia
3.       Secured $350million for Tasmania in exchange for support for sale of Telstra - Independent for
Tasmania
And improved many more pieces of legislation over the years.
 Since 1974, Western Australia has had only candidates from political parties, who must toe the party
line to keep the marginal seats in the other states happy.  Getting the changes you want without the
INDEPENDENT ADVANTAGE will be difficult.  It’s been very difficult for Western Australia to get any
advantage or change in legislation because of this 40 year drought with no Independents in the
Senate.
 So I look forward to your support from Western Australia to elect me as Western Australia’s first
Independent Senator since 1974.
 Thank you
 Kind regards
 Julie Matheson
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Party Given
Name

Surname State Electorate
1. School Chaplaincy:

Declared in July 2014 by the High Court of
Australia to be of no benefit to students under
s51 (xxiii A) of the Australia’s Constitution, the
Commonwealth funded National School
Chaplaincy Program costs Australian taxpayers
$60m per annum, has been condemned by
numerous professional bodies, and is endorsed
only by its evangelical parachurch funding
recipients and the Australian Christian Lobby.

Should the School Chaplaincy Program be
discontinued from December 2016?

2. Comparative Religious Education:

Confessional religious instruction provided by lay
volunteers has existed in various state education
acts for more than 100 years.

In consideration of Australia’s multicultural
society which now includes an extremely broad
base of worldviews, philosophies, systems of
belief, and positions of non-belief, should all
sectarian confessional religious instruction be
replaced with a national curriculum based course
which encompasses a comprehensive history of
human belief and philosophical systems?

3. Abortion:

Do you wish to protect a woman's choice to have
a safe, legal and accessible abortion?

4. Voluntary Euthanasia:

Would you support a bill that allowed a
terminally or incurably ill person the right to
choose the manner and timing of their death,
under strict safeguards, by providing humane
medical assistance?

5. Prayers in Parliament:

Do you support the end of exclusively Christian
prayers at the opening of parliament each day?

6. Blasphemy & Apostasy:

Are you in favour of ensuring that Australia
maintains freedom of belief and freedom of
expression?

7. Atheist & Apostate Refugees:

Are you in favour of offering humanitarian aid
and humanitarian visa priority to atheists and
apostates suffering persecution for their beliefs,
who are resident in countries that prevent
atheists and apostates from accessing UNHCR
registration?

8. Charitable Status for Religious Bodies:

Are you in favour of removing ‘advancing religion’
as a purpose, in order to be eligible to be a basic
religious charity?

9. Tax Concessions:

Are you in favour of removing religious
institutions tax concessions from cults that are
identified as a religion?

10. Institutional Child Abuse:

Are you in favour of requiring religious and other
institutions that have failed to protect children
from abuse to provide compensation? COMMENTS

Sort Row

Katter's
Australian
Party

Susan HODDINOTT WA Senate
Undecided Undecided YES YES YES YES NO

Each case must be decided on its merits.

YES YES YES 1627


